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ASME NATIONAL REPORT 2008-2009 
Edited by Dr Amanda Watson 

December 2009 
 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Dr Jennifer Rosevear 
 
Since the last ASME National Council Meeting in June 2008, there have continued to be 
many developments in which ASME has been involved, including collaborations with other 
organisations, in particular the Music Council of Australia and the Australian Music 
Association, and National Advocates for Arts Education. There are also ongoing 
developments that relate directly to recommendations from the 2005 National Review of 
School Music Education.   
 
Music Education Advisory Group (MEAG) 
As ASME representative, I attended a two-day meeting of MEAG in October 2008 in 
Canberra, and a one-day meeting in June 2009, held in Melbourne. The October meeting 
coincided with Music Count Us In and included a session with Arts Minister, Peter Garrett. 
Prof. Margaret Seares stepped down as MEAG chairperson after the March 2008 meeting, 
with Jane Law (Australian Primary Principals Association) and Ian Harvey (Australian Music 
Association) as co-chairs until Assoc. Prof. Robin Stevens was able to assume the position in 
time for the October meeting. MEAG currently has several projects which are in the process 
of being completed, including Brochures for School Music Advocacy, National Audit of 
Music within Primary Teacher Education Courses, Music Education Resources Database, and 
‘Keeping Singing’. A proposal for a National Music Education Portal has so far not been 
accepted, despite repeated attempts. Following the June 2009 meeting, it is not clear whether 
MEAG will continue to function. 
 
National Advocates for Arts Education (NAAE) 
This group, which was formed in the latter part of 2008, consists of representatives of the 
following organisations: Art Education Australia, Australian Dance Council – Ausdance, 
Australian Society for Music Education, Australian Teachers of Media, Drama Australia, 
Music Council of Australia, National Association for the Visual Arts. ASME Vice President 
Jay McPherson has attended meetings of the group that played a key role in the 
announcement on 17 April 2009 by the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, 
Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA), that the Arts including music, should form part of 
the second stage of national curriculum development.   
 
National Awards for Excellence in School Music Education 
The 2008 National Awards for Excellence in School Music Education were announced on 22 
August 2008 at a ceremony hosted by ASME and the Artistic and Creative Education cluster 
at University House, at the University of Melbourne. The special commendation for Most 
Outstanding Teacher went to Jacquelyn Conn from Geebung Special School in 
Queensland, and for most Outstanding School Leader to Regina Byrne, former principal of 
Mount St Joseph’s Girls’ College, Altona North, Victoria (now Principal at Sacred Heart 
College, Geelong). Congratulations to all the award winners: 
Teacher Awards: (alphabetically by State) 
Ms Carolyn (Caz) Soeters, Jervis Bay Primary School, ACT 
Mr Ashley George, Tara Anglican School for Girls, NSW 
Mrs Jenny Robinson, Randwick Girls' High School, NSW 
Mrs Julie-Ann Watson, Nakara Primary School/NT Music School 
Miss Janette Kelly, St Hilda's School, QLD 
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Ms Elizabeth Harlock-Lea, Fremont Elizabeth City High School, SA 
Ms Janice Leahy, Para Hills High School, SA 
Mrs Jennifer Meachem, Camberwell Girls Grammar School, VIC 
Mrs Mary Needham, Elwood College, VIC 
Mrs Leonie Cecich, East Victoria Park Education Support Centre, WA 
 
School Leader award: 
Mr Matthew Hughes, John Septimus Roe Anglican Community School, WA 
 
The 2009 Awards will be announced by Member for Bass, Jodie Campbell (representing 
Minister Gillard) during the ASME National Conference in Launceston. ASME is contracted 
by the Commonwealth Department for Education, Employment and Workplace Relations to 
administer the awards for a fourth time in 2010. 
 
I would like to commend the work of the Awards Project Officer, John Curry who has 
ensured the smooth running of the awards. I would also like to thank the Chapters for carrying 
out the first phase of the judging process each year. 
 
Music Council of Australia - Australian Musical Futures Summit 
I represented ASME at the Australian Musical Futures Summit convened by the Music 
Council of Australia (MCA) in Sydney on September 5. The summit provided an opportunity 
to develop ideas in four main areas, namely, music education, infrastructure, music business 
and community music. A report from the summit is available at: 
http://www.mca.org.au/pdf/summary_notes.pdf. An outcome of the Summit was that ASME 
was asked to develop some guidelines for early childhood education (pre-school). 
 
Music Count Us In 
The 2008 Music. Count Us In project, an initiative from the NRSME and run by Music. Play 
for Life, was most successful. It is estimated that on 23 October approximately 1700 schools 
and more that 350,000 students around Australia participated in the performance of “Sing”, a 
song specially written by four Melbourne high school students with guidance from Australian 
Idol musical director, John Foreman. The 2008 Music. Count Us In project was targeted at 
primary generalist teachers, and the program included some related professional development 
via state education departments. At this stage, funding has not been confirmed for Music. 
Count Us In in 2009. The lack of confirmed funding severely undermines the effectiveness of 
the project, and at the MEAG June 2009 meeting there was a resolution that triennial funding 
be sought to assure the success and impact of the project. 
 
Flame Awards 
The 2009 Flame Awards, run in partnership between Music. Play for Life and ABC Classic 
FM, are up and running again after a recess in 2008. This year’s theme is “Schools that sing”, 
and ASME National Treasurer Suzanne Rogers is representing ASME on the national judging 
panel.   
 
Sound Links  
Over the last two years, I have represented ASME on the Steering Committee of the ARC 
Linkage research project entitled Sound Links: Exploring the Dynamics of Musical 
Communities and their Potential for Informing Collaboration with Music in Schools. The 
project was run by the Queensland Conservatorium Research Centre of Griffith University, in 
partnership with the Music Council of Australia, the Australian Music Association, and the 
Australian Society for Music Education, with the Chief Investigator being Professor Huib 
Schippers, and the Research Assistant Dr Brydie-Leigh Bartleet. The project is now 
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completed with the launch of the comprehensive report in Brisbane on 10 May 2009.  This 
project has been a unique and innovative exploration via case studies of music in six 
communities and the benefits that can arise for both schools and communities by developing 
stronger links between them. 
 
Teaching Australia Network 
ASME continues to benefit from being part of the Teaching Australia Network. In December, 
the Teaching Australia research report entitled The Case for establishing a national centre for 
pedagogy was released. Other reports released this year include Standards for accomplished 
teachers and principals-a foundation for public confidence and respect and Conceptualising a 
voluntary certification system for highly accomplished teachers.   
 
National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Educ ation and Care 
With assistance from Dr Janet McDowall and Chris Narroway (from SA Chapter), I prepared 
an ASME submission in September 2008 to the National Quality Framework For Early 
Childhood Education and Care, in particular, addressing the National Early Years Learning 
Framework. 
 
ASME National Conferences 
It was unfortunate that the ASME XVI National Conference held in Perth, July 2007 ended up 
making a loss. At the time of writing this report, it would appear that the ASME XVII 
National Conference being held in Launceston, July 2009, is unlikely to cover costs. I believe 
that the ASME XVII Conference Organising Committee, convened by Dr Bill Baker, has put 
together an excellent program, and they are to be commended and thanked for their hard work 
in ensuring that the conference will be successful. Given the impact of the global financial 
crisis of 2008/2009, it is perhaps timely to review ASME operations with regard to the timing 
and length of our conferences. For example, in 2009, there are a number of other conferences 
with which we are competing, namely, APSMER Symposium in Shanghai, 24-28 June, 
ANZARME being held in New Zealand 3-6 July, Maryborough in Queensland 11-15 July, 
Australian Piano Pedagogy Conference in Sydney 13-17 July and ‘Sounds Great’ in 
Melbourne 16-19 July (involving aMuse, ABODA, Kodaly, Orff and others).   
  
Future Planning 
ASME’s future as the peak body for music education in Australia depends on ensuring growth 
in membership of the organisation. This implies that the organisation has a strategic vision for 
music education in Australia that is relevant and dynamic, and meets the needs of our 
members in the 21st century.   
 
Thanks 
In conclusion, I would like to express my thanks and appreciation to the members of the 
National Executive for their outstanding support during my time as National President, which 
I have found to be both a challenging and rewarding time. I would also like to thank Chapter 
Chairs and Councils for the vibrant and useful work that is being carried out around the whole 
country. I would also like to pay tribute to our retiring National Secretary, Dr Amanda 
Watson, who has worked tirelessly over the last nine years to ensure that our organisation has 
continued to function in an effective way. 
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NATIONAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Dr Amanda Watson 
 
Following the National Council meeting in Launceston, May-June 2008, the Minutes of the 
meeting were emailed to Chapter Chairs and National Council delegates in August 2008. The 
ASME Handbook, Action Plan and Summary Planner, were emailed to all on the contact list 
in August 2008. The National Executive meeting minutes held immediately prior to the 
National Council meeting were returned to the Executive. I have organised the agendas and 
taken the minutes for the National Executive meetings held in Adelaide in September 2008 
and February 2009 and organised the National Executive and National Council meetings in 
Launceston from 8-10 July 2009.  
 
Communication from Chapters regarding the membership of their Chapter Councils has been 
particularly difficult in the past year. I have identified changes to Councils by reading Chapter 
newsletters as contact has not always been made with the National Secretary as required. I 
emailed the Chapter Contact List to Chapter Chairs in August 2008 and to Chapter Secretaries 
in December 2008, to seek clarification of the accuracy of the list. As a result of this process 
the list was emailed to the Chapter Councils in February 2009. Some revisions were notified 
and it was emailed a second time before the end of that month. 
 
No responses were received from Chapters to the Guidelines for ASME National Conferences 
and the draft Guidelines for Studio Music Teaching Practice presented at National Council 
2008. The revised Application for New Membership form was emailed to Chapter Chairs and 
Secretaries in February 2009 for use in Chapter publications and at professional learning 
activities. 
 
The Chapter and Executive secure areas of the website have continued to be used to house 
minutes of ASME meetings, the working documents, e.g., Handbook, Planner, Action Plan, 
Chapter Report template, Constitution and other useful files such as Legal Deposit addresses, 
ASME logo and insurance certificate. The details of meetings are placed in the relevant area 
and any documentation tabled at a National meeting included for Chapter use. 
 
Other Activities 
I submitted the 2006-2007 archive records of ASME to the National Library of Australia in 
October 2008. This includes minutes, conference materials and policy documents. 
 
I have submitted a report of ASME’s activities for the National Education Forum meetings in 
and May and September 2008, February and May 2009. The report is included in the NEF 
minutes, circulated to all NEF members on the listserve and placed on the NEF website 
(www.nef.edu.au).  
 
The Australian Government Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 
(May 2009) notified that participation in the Register of Cultural Organisations (ROCO) 
through the Australian Society for Music Education (Inc) Trust Fund must comply with 
current legal and tax-related requirements.  I have made the necessary changes to the National 
Constitution, which will be presented to the AGM on 13 July 2009. 
 
I have completed and submitted the application (May 2009) for ASME to be re-appointed as 
an ISME National Affiliate (INA) for Australia. Representation is for a period of six years, 
concluding 2009 and the International Society for Music Education (ISME) Board will 
consider our application for renewal in August 2009.  
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I have documented in considerable detail the processes associated with the role of ASME 
National Secretary, under the headings of the many activities that occur during a year. I have 
also documented the administrative tasks associated with assisting the Publications Editor. 
These include processing ASME publication orders, national membership list for mailouts, 
address changes notified by members, accounts for printing/packing services, library 
subscriptions, and advertising. 
 
Teaching Australia 
In February 2009 I responded to the draft paper Professional standards for advanced teaching 
and for principals. I arranged for multiple copies of the completed document Standards for 
accomplished teachers and principals (March 2009) and posted one copy to each Chapter 
Chair and members of the National Executive in April 2009. 
 
Conclusion 
ASME has continued to demand a considerable amount of my time each week, from five to 
ten hours. I am most appreciative that we are all involved in ASME in a voluntary capacity 
and all of our work happens as an after-hours activity. I would ask, where possible, that 
deadlines and requests for information are met or at least acknowledged. I would request that 
all Chapter Council personnel and Chapter Conference Organising Committees are conversant 
with the contents of the ASME Handbook, the Action Plan and Summary Planner. Chapter 
Council personnel are requested to regularly check the Chapter secure area for current 
information. 
 
I will not be standing for the position of National Secretary in the forthcoming elections. I 
was initially co-opted to this position through a casual vacancy in August 2000 and complete 
nine years in this position in July 2009. I am proud that I have expanded and developed the 
current Handbook into a substantial document that has been used as a template by ISME and 
the Australian Joint Council of Professional Teaching Associations (AJCPTA). I have 
expanded ASME’s active involvement in ISME and in education groups outside music and 
arts education. These include ASME National group membership of ISME and applying for 
INA status, reactivating ASME’s membership of the National Education Forum (NEF), 
joining the Council for the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (CHASS) and the Teaching 
Australia Network. Through my own work in Victoria with professional teaching associations 
I have involved ASME with AJCPTA and NIQTSL later renamed Teaching Australia. 
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NATIONAL TREASURER’S REPORT 
Ms Suzanne Rogers 
 

Membership statistics as at 30 June 2009  
 

    
Financial to 

  
Includes 

Chapter 

Jun-09 Sep-09 Dec-09 
Mar-

10 Jun-10 TOTALS  Full Student Retired Life 

Chapter 

ACT 4 2 2 4 2 14 12 1 1   ACT 
NSW 46 20 13 15 18 112 96 4 9 3 NSW 
VIC 51 13 9 16 26 115 91 9 7 8 VIC 
TAS 14 5 8 19 5 51 45 4 2   TAS 
SA 38 14 14 19 26 111 97 10 2 2 SA 
QLD 37 25 13 27 14 116 85 26 4 1 QLD 
WA 89 17 42 106 43 297 266 16 8 7 WA 
NT 3 2 2 3   10 10       NT 
Overseas 5 1   2 1 9 8 1     Overseas 
TOTALS  287 99 103 211 135 835 710 71 33 21 TOTALS  

            
 
NOTES:  
·  Subscriptions from overseas members are not paid to any Chapter, even if the member is "affiliated" with a particular Chapter by request 

(and there are two of these, affiliated with Queensland, but shown in O/S figures, not State.) 
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NATIONAL PUBLICATION EDITOR’S REPORT 
Dr David Forrest 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
This report will present the activities under the publications portfolio. In the year since the 
last National Council Meeting the following publications have been produced: 

 
ASME Update Vol. 16 No. 2 2008  
ASME Update Vol. 17 No. 1 2009  
Australian Journal of Music Education 2008 No. 1  
Australian Journal of Music Education 2008 No. 2 
Musical Dimensions: A festschrift for Doreen Bridges 
wheatbelt (in association with the Australian Music Centre) 

 
2.1 ASME Update 
 
The ASME Update has been the means of disseminating printed information to members. 
Dr Amanda Watson has continued to edit this publication. The Update has attracted 
modest advertising both as text and as inserts. A pdf of each issue is lodged on the ASME 
website. If chapters are involved with events of national events please send through the 
details for inclusion. 
 
2.2 ASME National Report 
 
The ASME National Report 2008 (www.asme.edu.au/publications) includes the annual 
reports of the National Executive and the Chapters. This is only published on the web.  
 
3. Australian Journal of Music Education 
 
3.1 Editorial Board 
 
The AJME Editorial Board for 2008/2009 included: 
 

Professor Margaret Barrett, University of Queensland 
Dr Lorraine Connell, Charles Darwin University 
Dr Eugene Dairianathan, NIE, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 
Dr Jill Ferris, RMIT University 
Dr Kay Hartwig, School of Vocational Technology and Arts Education, Griffith 
University 
Dr Neryl Jeanneret, The University of Melbourne 
Associate Professor Chi Cheung Leung, Hong Kong Institute of Education 
Dr David Lines, University of Auckland 
Dr Anne Power, University of Western Sydney 
Dr Berenice Nyland, RMIT University 
Professor Nita Temmerman, University of Southern Queensland 
Dr Amanda Watson, Department of Education, Victoria 

 
The areas of expertise have been expanded and the reviewing workload of the previous 
board has been slightly reduced. If Chapters have recommendations of other members 
who might be interesting in contributing to the Editorial Board please contact me. I 
remain indebted to these people who give freely of their time to provide critical comments 
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and feedback to the writers regarding the articles submitted. I am conscious that at all 
times the editorial process should be educational and informative. 
 
The 2008 issues of AJME included a significant number of articles crossing a range of 
areas related to the membership.  
 
3.2 AJME 2008 No. 1 
 
After the referring process, the six articles were accepted for publication: 

 
Making space as white music educators for Indigenous Australian holders of song, 
dance and performance knowledge: The centrality of relationship as pedagogy 
Elizabeth Mackinlay, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies Unit, 
The University of Queensland 
 
A study on the factors influencing the talent development of a musically gifted 
adolescent in Singapore using Gagné’s DMGT-based analysis 
Pauline SK Ho & Sylvia NY Chong, National Institute of Education, Nanyang 
Technological University, Singapore 
 
Musculoskeletal injuries in elite pianists: Prevalence and associated risk factors 
Peter Bragge, Andrea Bialocerkowski and Joan McMeeken, School of 
Physiotherapy, The University of Melbourne 
 
Performance anxiety and the inner critic: A case study  
Jane E. Southcott, Monash University 
Janette G. Simmonds, Monash University 
 
Arts/Music Learning and the Development of Learners’ Life-long Creative Capacity 
Nita Temmerman, University of Southern Queensland 
 
Are resources solely to be blamed? The current situation on music education 
facilities, computer and music technology resources in Victoria 
Renée Crawford, Monash University 
 
Music Education Research in Australia – 2008  
Robin Stevens, The University of Melbourne 
 
Book Reviews 
Leung, C.C., Yip, L.C. & Imada, T. (Eds.) (2008). Music education policy and 
implementation: International perspectives. 
Anne Power, University of Western Sydney 
 
Dawn Bennett and Michael Hannan (Editors). Inside Outside Downside Up: 
Conservatoire Training and Musicians’ Work 
Amanda Watson, Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, 
Victoria 
 
Christine Sinclair, Neryl Jeanneret & John O’Toole (Eds) (2009)  
Education in the Arts: Teaching and Learning in the Contemporary Curriculum 
David Forrest, RMIT University 
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3.3  AJME 2008 No. 2 
 
As proposed in my 2008 report, the first e-issue of AJME was released early in 2009. This 
issue has an early childhood focus and was edited by Dr Berenice Nyland and Dr Jill 
Ferris. 
 

Editorial 
Jill Ferris & Berenice Nyland, RMIT University 
 
Music with very Young Children: Then and Now  
Doreen Bridges, Retired 
 
Notes on Jonathan: A child’s experience of a music program in a childcare setting 
Aleksandra Vuckovic, RMIT University 
 
Music in Early Childhood Education: Teachers’ Levels of Confidence and 
Happiness 
Marjory Ebbeck, University of South Australia 
Hoi Yin Bonnie Yim, University of South Australia 
Lai Wan Maria Lee, University of South Australia 
 
The intentional and deliberate provision of music in early childhood settings in 
NSW, Australia 
Christopher Klopper, Charles Sturt University, Bathurst 
Nell Dachs 
 
Music technology: A vehicle for young children’s music learning  
Janet McDowall, University of South Australia 
 
Choir and strings - a magical music experience in early childhood: A report on a 
collection of early childhood songs arranged for voice and strings, with narrative 
David Banney, Director, Newcastle String Academy 
Julie Logan, Newcastle do-re-mi music for children 

 
The e-issues will distributed on demand and available through the library databases. 
 
3.4 AJME 2009 No. 1 
 
Of the 14 submissions for review six articles have been accepted for publication. I expect 
this issue to be released at the end of July. 
 
3.5 AJME 2009 No. 2 
 
This will be the second e-issue of AJME. The issue has a focus on Music in Special 
Education and Dr Helen Farrell is the Guest Editor. It is proposed that the issue will be 
released in early September 2009. 
 
3.6 Research 
 
Associate Professor Robin Stevens reported on the research activities in “Music Education 
Research in Australia – 2008”. His report on music education research in Australia and 
the region is a valuable document and continues to contribute to this discipline. He has 
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managed to locate a number of research studies that had not been previously included. As 
in the past the process of obtaining information from chapters has been difficult and 
frustrating. At the Chapter level if you are aware of people undertaking postgraduate or 
higher degree research please forward details to BAMER. 
 
3.7 Guidelines for Intending Contributors 
 
The guidelines for contributors are published both in the journal and on the web site. If 
there are any issues of clarification please contact me.  
 
3.8 Code of ethics 
 
I propose to introduce a code of ethics for publications similar to that of the Journal of 
Research in Music Education Code of Ethics (MENC Research Publication/Presentation 
Code of Ethics http://www.menc.org/resources/view/journal-of-research-in-music-
education-code-of-ethics) which has been adopted by a number of publications 
internationally. This covers multiple submissions, duplicate publication, piecemeal 
publication, authorship, copyright, and conference presentations. 
 
4. Musical Dimensions: A festschrift for Doreen Bridges Edited by Martin Comte 
 
Martin Comte has generously donated his time, effort and expenses (including two trips to 
Adelaide) to edit and produce this festschrift to celebrate the 90th birthday of Dr Doreen 
Bridges. As the note on the back cover of the book reads: 
 

Musical Dimensions is a celebration of the contribution to music of Dr. Doreen 
Bridges AM, a doyen of music education. This Festschrift was undertaken to mark 
her 90th birthday in 2008 and will be of interest to those involved in diverse facets of 
music. Teachers, students and scholars will find it an authoritative sourcebook. 
Contributors include renowned concert pianists, composers, music educators, 
musicologists and ethnomusicologists from Australia, Britain, South Africa and the 
USA. 

 
The book complements his earlier publication Doreen Bridges: Music Educator (1992) 
published as ASME Monograph No. 2. The contributors to Musical Dimensions include: 
 

Margaret Whitlam AO (Australia), Warren Bourne (Australia), Tom Bridges 
(Australia), Jennifer Bryce (Australia), Martin Comte (Australia), Ross Edwards 
(Australia), David Forrest (Australia), Richard Gill (Australia), Michael Kieran 
Harvey (Australia), Deanna Hoermann (Australia), Stephen Hough (UK), Jamie C. 
Kassler (Australia), Marvelene C. Moore (USA), Sandra Nash (Australia), Caroline 
van Niekerk (South Africa), George Palmer (Australia), Joan Pope (Australia), Janet 
Ritterman (UK), Jennifer C. Rosevear (Australia), Jane Southcott (Australia), Jill 
Stubington (Australia), David Tunley (Australia), Amanda Watson (Australia), 
Robert J. Werner (USA), David G. Woods (USA), Sheila C. Woodward (USA). 

 
The book has been produced as ASME Monograph no. 8 in association with Australian 
Scholarly Publishing (Melbourne) as a printed book and an e-book. This is ASME’s first 
venture with this publisher. The book will be launched during the conference. There is a 
special conference rate for both versions of the book. 
 
5.  wheatbelt 
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In association with the Australian Music Centre the music study guide has been produced 
for the commissioned work from the ASME 2007 Perth conference. Lorraine Milne was 
commissioned by ASME to write a study guide. The promotional material for the guide 
states: 
 

wheatbelt 
Music by Iain Grandage 
Music Study Guide by Lorraine Milne 
This music study guide is based on composer Iain Grandage’s choral work 
wheatbelt, with text by Kevin Gillam, commissioned by the Australian Society for 
Music Education (ASME) for performance by youth and school choirs. The 
extension activities in the kit are designed for use in the classroom and involve the 
three basic areas of musical activity – listening, performing and composing. The kit 
is accompanied by a study score and CD. 

 
The guide includes an extended interview conducted with the composer by Lorraine 
Milne. The kit will be launched at this conference. 
 
6.  Informit, EBSCO, Gale and CAL 
 
In my last report I noted that I have negotiated and signed a contract (on behalf of ASME) 
with Informit (http://www.rmitpublishing.com.au/ and www.informit.com.au) as a Full 
Content Provider. ASME is receiving royalties on all publications accessed via Informit 
(and through library databases). The processing of digitising the publications since 1967 is 
now complete and they are gradually being indexed on the Informit database for full 
access. To date, the Australian Journal of Music Education and the Conference 
Proceedings are accessible from 1999. 
 
As the contract with Informit is non-exclusive, I have also signed a non-exclusive contract 
with EBSCO Publishing Inc., Massachusetts, USA and Gale Publishing, USA for ASME 
publications to be uploaded on their database. Permission has been granted to the 
Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) for the inclusion of ASME publications in the 
Australian Education Index and A+ Education. Each of these agreements has provided 
wider national and international access to our ever increasing repository of publications. 
 
I am delighted to report that other music and music education associations have entered 
into similar contracts with Informit resulting in a significant number of publications being 
made accessible nationally and internationally. 
 
ASME receives direct returns on registered copies of our publications. I encourage all 
Chapters to investigate academic reading lists and provide recommendations of ASME 
publications.  
 
7. Library subscription 
 
A source of the income for publications comes from library subscriptions. The 
subscription was significantly increased to $75 to accommodate the shift to the Informit 
database subscription.  
 
8. Postage and distribution 
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The use of a return slip on the address cover sheet continues to provide a good means of 
updating members’ details. I encourage chapters to use a similar system on their 
publications and forward any changes to Helen Rothenberg.  
 
9. ASME Website <www.asme.edu.au> 
 
The ASME site has been managed by Amanda Watson. The current format has been in 
place for a number of years. I welcome any comments or recommendations on the site, its 
content, and presentation. The National Council and National Executive secure section is 
a valuable addition. 
 
10. Assistance to New Writers 
 
The offer of assistance has continued in the publications over the last year. I am happy for 
this offer to be circulated at the Chapter level. Members of the AJME Editorial Board 
have generously assisted writers with the work. Many contributions/submissions are 
initially reviewed and returned for clarification prior to the formal review process.  
 
11. E-mail distribution of information 
 
Through national and chapter publications members have been encouraged to provide 
their E-mail address so information could be distributed faster. On the mailing cover sheet 
for the ASME Update and the AJME envelope as well as the membership renewal from, 
members have been asked to provide their E-mail address. Please include this on Chapter 
publications and forward any changes to the ASME Administrator.  
 
12. Advertising Rates 
 
There continues to be a steady number of queries regarding advertising in ASME 
publications. There is no recommendation for an increase in these rates. 
 
13. Sale of Publications 
 
Throughout the year there has been a stream of requests for publications. If ASME 
publications are not in your library please forward a publications order form to the person 
responsible for orders.  
 
14.  ASME Archive Project 
 
This project is ongoing. A number of Chapters have concluded their aspect of this work. 
When the information from each chapter is complete and forwarded the file will be placed 
on the web. This will become a valuable source of information on the individual 
contributions to the development of ASME. The details of the project are attached. 
Chapters are requested to nominate a council member to take responsibility for this 
project. If Chapters require assistance please contact me.  
 
15.  ASME Index  
 
The index has been expanded to incorporate most of the publications produced by the 
Society over its history. Contents pages and editors of AJME, VJME, QJME, ASME 
Update, Conference Proceedings and significant articles from Chapter newsletters have 
been recorded. This is available at http://www.asme.edu.au/publications.htm 
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16.  Chapter publications 
 
Attached to this report is a checklist that might be considered for Chapter publications. It 
is important that events such as the national conference are regularly highlighted. Please 
check that  
1. members of the National Executive and the Chapter secretaries are on the distribution 

list (whether electronically or by post) for all publications.  
2. State/Territory Legal Deposits requirements are being met for all Chapter publications. 
 
17. Administrative support 
 
In my last report I requested financial assistance from ASME for the administrative 
functions associated with this position. I recommend that limited funding continue to be 
made available for administrative support. 
 
 
18. Feedback 
 
If there are comments from the Chapters I would appreciate them being forwarded. At the 
Chapter level please continue encourage writers to submit articles for consideration. 
 
 
19. Recommendation 
 
That this report be adopted. 
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CHAPTER REPORTS 
 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
No Report 
 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
 
Members of Chapter Council 
Chair:  Ms Jennifer Healy Carter 
Vice Chair: Dr Anne Power 
Secretary: Dr Brad Merrick  
Treasurer: Mrs Robin Carter 
Publications: Dr Anne Power 
BAMER Representative: Associate Professor Kathryn Marsh 
Membership Secretary: Ms Julie Montague  
Council Members: Dr Diane Hughes, Mrs Cathy Aggett 
 Mr Ashley George, Mrs Jennifer Robinson 
 
Chapter Council Meetings 
Chapter Meetings are held approximately four times annually on the premises of the 
Professional Teachers Council in Leichhardt. The Annual General Meeting is also held at the 
same venue. 
 
Chapter Membership 
Newsletters are currently mailed to 112 members (including 12 from the ACT). 
 
Activities for Year 
The NSW ASME Award for Excellence in Music Teaching for 2007 was awarded to Mr 
Malcolm Hewitt. Mal Hewitt has been an active member of ASME and a well-respected and 
well known music teacher in NSW schools for the past 30 years. He has been very active at 
both local and State levels over the years in the organisation of music camps, concerts and in 
conducting many public performances of Combined Schools Orchestras, Bands and Choirs. 
The recipient for 2008 was Ms Kim Waldock.  Kim has been teaching in the Independent 
Sector for 24 years. She has maintained close affiliation with the Board of Studies as an 
examiner, syllabus writer and in the producing support materials. She convened the 
Association of Independent School’s Music Professional Development network for a many 
years and served on the committees of various Music 
Associations.  During this time she has established a wide network of contacts in both the 
State and Independent School sectors, and with a number of influential bodies such as the 
Australian Music Centre, Sydney Symphony Orchestra and Musica Viva. Kim’s work in the 
development of high quality teaching resources is widely known and respected within the 
music education community. Her work, particularly dealing with Australian repertoire, has 
ensured that teachers and students have access to meaningful and quality teaching and 
learning experiences when approaching this repertoire. 
Jay McPherson was the recipient of an award for Outstanding Achievement from the 
Professional Teachers Council in December 2008. Jay McPherson has served the Australian 
Society for Music Education in many roles over the years. He is a former Chair of ASME 
New South Wales and is currently Treasurer for NSW and Deputy Chair of ASME National. 
Through State conferences of the association Jay has been a key mover in the organization of 
professional learning opportunities for teachers and, through the awards of teacher excellence, 
in the ways in which those teachers are celebrated and awarded. 
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The recipients of the ASME New South Wales Excellence in Music Teaching Award for 2008 
were Mr Ashley George, formerly of Tara Anglican Girls School in Parramatta and Mrs 
Jennifer Robinson, Head Teacher Music at Randwick Girls High School. 
 
Workshops/Professional Development 
In 2009 a workshop is planned in August for up to 60 music teachers, both classroom and 
studio, with the well known choral groups The Idea of North. The day will consist of a 2 hour 
workshop with the Idea of North, followed by an evening concert, with the first half made up 
of choral groups from the Sydney region, and the Idea of North performing the second half of 
the concert. 
 
Young Composers’ Competition 
In 2009 the Young Composers’ Competition again attracted interest, with the winner from 
NSW being Alex Loder, a 2008 year 12 student from Barker College in Hornsby. His 
composition is titled Proteus.  
 
Advocacy 
ASME continues to be represented on the board of the NSW Professional Teachers’ Council. 
The elected representative is Dr Anne Power. This is an important link for ASME as it gives 
music education a voice in a wider professional sphere within the NSW education system.  
 
The NSW Institute of Teachers has made an impact on Music Teacher Associations 
delivering professional development. In order to provide registered professional development, 
it is a requirement for the providing association to indicate the elements of the Professional 
Teaching Standards that are met in the activities and discussion forums. This will be done for 
the proposed workshop. The Standards are intended to assist teachers in their development 
and it is an ongoing process for ASME NSW to align music professional learning with the 
Standards. 
 
Chapter Publications 
Newsletter/Journal 
Dr Anne Power continues in her role as newsletter editor. Newsletters are prepared up to four 
times a year and contain articles, reports, book reviews, dates of professional learning 
opportunities, notice of Board of Studies Curriculum matters, and matters of significance and 
interest to music educators in NSW. 
This year the aim to broaden the content of the newsletters with contributions from teachers, 
book reviews, concert reviews, and profiles on music teachers in studios and schools has 
continued, and met with success in the music community. 
 
Chapter cooperation/liaison with other music/arts organisations 
ASME NSW continues to enjoy good working relations with other organisations. The strong 
link with Musica Viva and the Sydney Symphony Orchestra continues, and an association has 
been built with ANATS, whose representatives are regular members at meetings. 
 
Developments in Schools (ECE, Primary, Secondary) 
ASME continues to be involved with the Board of Studies whenever curriculum changes are 
muted. For example, they were involved in a consultation process regarding changes to 
assessment in the HSC Exams in Music (Music 1 and Music 2 and Extension) courses. 
The Federal Government now has Music as a part of the National Curriculum, and there will 
be implications as developments take place in the planning. 
 
Development of instrumental music teaching 
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There has been a player link set up through the Sydney Symphony Orchestra and schools, 
whereby students come together at various locations with mentors to rehearse and perform. 
This provides regional students with valuable lesson opportunities they would not otherwise 
have access to. 
 
Government initiatives 
The impact of the State Government’s emphasis on retaining all students into year 11 will 
have implications not only for all schools, but for tertiary institutions as well.  
 
Developments at the University level in relation to delivery of programs and teacher 
education 
The Bradley Review “Transforming Australia’s Higher Education System”,  has indicated 
that a much larger percentage of the population would go on to tertiary education with 
resources provided by the Federal Government to support quality teaching and learning and 
improve access to tertiary education for students from low socio economic backgrounds. 
There will be a national target for completion of degree qualifications – 40% of 25 – 34 year 
olds and a national target for participation of low socio-economic status students – 20%. For 
schools, this means that Higher Education is part of a national reform agenda; there will be a 
targeted increase in HE numbers, and collaboration across sectors will be required and 
funded. It also means that schools will be preparing more students to enter HE; there will be 
more diverse forms of entry trailed and implemented, and there will be new alliances with 
VET. This has implications for music teachers and music education. 
Jennifer Healy Carter, Dr Anne Power  
 
NORTHERN TERRITORY 
 
Members of Chapter Council 
Chair: Nora Lewis 
Vice Chair:  Brian Manning 
Secretary:  Lesley Duncan 
Treasurer: Tracy Etherington 
Council Members: Dr Lorraine Connell, Loretta Simmonds, Ken Brodie 
 
Chapter Membership currently stands at 12 
 
Activities for the Year July 2008 - June 2009 
• International and Interstate Conferences  
- July 16-24 2008 - ISME Conference, Bologna was attended by Merrilee Mills, using part of 
her ASME award for Excellence in Music Teaching the previous year.  
- Sept 27-9 2008 - The Music Council of Australia Annual Assembly in Adelaide, attended by 
Nora Lewis and Brian Manning  
 
• Workshops/Professional Development 
Generated by ASME members, and supported by ASME…. 
Play for Life - National Music.Count Us In campaign Sept/ October 2008 
Over 4,000 students in 28 NT schools took part. ASME welcomed the emphasis on teacher PD 
to develop choral teaching skills. This was delivered on September 24 by memebrs Nora Lewis 
and Lyndsay Sealey.  
 
Teacher Professional learning Community – Palmerston and Darwin Rural  2008-9 
In late 2008 member Ken Brodie, AP and upper primary class music teacher at a rural Primary 
School, initiated and convenes the Rural Music Educators’ network. RuME hosts a free web-
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based social networking tool that enables practitioners across school communities to share 
ideas, resources, and celebrations of student learning in text or image. The online community is 
complemented by periodic ‘live’ workshops. 
 
 Choral training PD, 13-14 February 2009 
This training weekend, with 31 participants, provided practical skills for trainers of primary 
school “Beat” choirs, many of whom are generalist teachers.  
 
Musica Viva-linked Teachers’ PD, 2 April 2009 
Twenty-seven teachers attended a day inservice in which the Musica Viva tour repertoire is the 
stimulus for an extensive exploration of elements of music and general classroom music 
pedagogy. This year’s workshop focused on compositions for brass players, in preparation for 
“Buzz”.  
 
Woodwind teaching -  ideas and best practice  May 5 2009 
ASME NT used Joint Council funding (remaining from 2008) to host a workshop at the NT 
Music School in Nightcliff for NT wind instrument teachers by Margaret Crawford, lecturer in 
flute at the Australian National Academy of Music. Seventeen teachers enjoyed her lively 
presentation. 
 
• Advocacy 
- The ‘Music.Count Us In’ performance of Sing, Sing 23 October 2008 by 680 students was 
staged in Parliament House (NT) just before Sittings, focusing attention of all MPs to the 
value of singing. 
 - Lynx Project Music Education resources (see below) have been promoted among Key 
officers within NTDET as having unique potential to enhance student (and teacher!) learning 
outcomes in and through the Arts. 
-  NT Music School is using DET’s “Closing the Gap” policy designed to improve 
educational outcomes for Indigenous students to raise awareness about the essentiality of 
Music education in remote communities. 
-  Lorraine Connell has encouraged teacher training students to download Richard Gill’s 
recently broadcast series on Music Education. 
 
• Resource Development  
Music teacher and consultant Merrilee Mills’ ASME Excellence Award in 2007 was partly 
for her design and creation of primary classroom teaching resource packages within the Lynx 
Project. Implementation of the third package in schools will commence with a theatrical 
performance of “Pirates of the Arafura Sea”, exploring the history and culture of the people of 
the Arafura Sea. The performance will be accompanied by a comprehensive Lynx Project 
teacher resource kit. 
 
This year, the first teacher resource package, EARTH, has been implemented in eight Top 
End primary schools, including Alyangula School, where the Unit of Work and Artstart 
program materials are being used in every Early Years classroom. Generalist teachers are 
given professional learning support. 
 
• Chapter cooperation/liaison with other music/arts organisations 
ASME (NT) is a member of the NT Joint Council of Professional Teaching Associations.  
ASME members are in turn members of a number of other bodies in which they wear two or 
more hats. Liaison has been with: 
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- Charles Darwin University - especially the Centre for Youth Music directed by member Lisa 
Jennings. Successful co-operation occurred over the Margaret Crawford visit and a joint CYM/ 
NTMusic School weekend camp May 8-10  for 66 high school instrumentalists 
 
- Artstories  a school-based educational research project, initiated by Anja Tait supported  
by CDU, which will evaluate the impacts of arts participation on wellbeing and literacy. A 
component of the Artstories website http://artstories.cdu.edu.au will promote ArtsTalk , a 
Professional Learning Community of teachers, support staff, community educators and 
interested others from urban, rural and remote school contexts, resulting in the development of 
an online resource designed to maintain arts-based teaching and learning through peer 
collaboration and reflection. 
 
- Various School Councils and community Arts bodies. 
- Musica Viva in Schools.   
- Corrugated Iron Youth Arts – collaborating in performances of “Pirates of the Arafura Sea”. 
- The Song Room – collaborating in the delivery of classroom music learning by students in 
Top End Group Schools. 
- Winanjjikari Music Centre, Tenant Creek – in the “Deadly Centre Music Camp”  17-19 June  
2008, for 90 students and music teachers from Katherine, Tennant creek and Alice Springs. 
This project was led by member Andy Mison. 
- Music NT – chaired by Brian Manning. 
- Yothu Yindi Foundation – in workshops run for Indigenous students at the Garma Festival. 
 
• Developments in Schools  
1. Early Childhood 
DET’s Early Childhood Services unit is placing special emphasis on regulation of early 
childhood services, of which a critical component is data collection. This is through: 
 - Parent surveys to collect and record information about children’s experiences from child-
care to pre-school to transition – to be integrated with information from the AEDI  
- The Assessment of Student Competencies (ASC) - a diagnostic assessment developed to 
measure outcomes considered critical for success in the formal years of schooling (from Year 
1 onwards).  
 
A Music Education project with an EC focus – Music Talks – which will contribute to data 
collection for the ASC – has been developed by ASME NT member Anja Tait. Music Talks is 
an active learning community of education and allied health professionals that guides 
collaborations across agencies, with a shared commitment to the early years and music 
education, and especially early identification of students with learning difficulties.  
 
This partnership recognised that collaborative work could develop a flexible resource that 
served a dual purpose: assessment and intervention. The group also recognised that an arts-
based approach to standardised assessment for children in the early years would be engaging 
and inclusive, and ‘do-able’ for all teachers and children.  
 
2. Primary 
There are only 13 formally qualified (as known to ASME NT) class music specialists in 
primary schools across the NT. However, another 17 teachers are deployed as music 
specialists or are implementing a music program. 
  
The Year 4 program  
The NT Music School’s deployment of instrumental teachers back into general classes as 
music specialists in 14 schools in 2008 produced some positive outcomes:  
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- A cohort of students engaging more actively with school work through music 
- Increased sense of well-being and self confidence in group work. 
-  Some collaborating general teachers more confident to attempt classroom Music education 
 
The Year 4 program is continuing in 2009. In one school it is an integral part of the ERICUS 
project – measuring data on educational outcomes among Rural Indigenous Children in 
Urban Schools. Further reporting can be seen in the latest edition of “Music in Action”. 
 
3. Middle Schools 
Only six schools across the NT are officially designated Middle Schools. All have a music 
specialist on staff.   
 
4. Senior Secondary 
Five-nine students successfully studied music in Year 12 in 2008, 55 of whom presented 
practical performance units for moderation. 
 
Following an extensive review over the past three years, changes are underway to the South 
Australian Certificate of Education (which the NT uses at years 10-12), to give it fresh look 
and make it more relevant to today’s senior music candidates. ASME NT Secretary Lesley 
Duncan was a member of the Music Subject Reference Group which worked December-
February (through the Christmas holidays) on the curriculum changes, amending and 
updating the current curriculum to bring it into line with the focus of the new SACE. She has 
recently been made a member of the Music Curriculum Leaders Group..  
 
• Development of instrumental music teaching 
- The drop in numbers of instrumental students in Primary schools in 2008 caused by the 
shift of year 7 students into Middle School has been somewhat reversed by the year 4 class 
program – there has been a 13% Increase in the number of students commencing 
instrumental lessons in year 5 in 2009. 
- In Katherine, Casuarina St. Primary School is implementing a new music program  – similar 
to the Adelaide Year 5 trial. From term 2 this year all year 5 students in his school must learn 
a musical instrument for at least one term, in music lessons with NTMS teacher Louise Doyle 
for an hour a day four days a week. All playing and practice is done at school through the 
tuition program. Half way through this term, signs of success are prompting consideration that 
the program be offered to year 6 in term 3. 
 
• Status of curriculum documents 
- NTCF has been reviewed, but the Arts Section is unaffected. Still only an outline. 
 
• Changes to policy 
- In a recent review, responsibility of Early Childhood services was transferred from the 
Department of Health and Families and Childhood Services to DET (Education). 
Ninety-two NT Government primary schools implemented the flexible Age of Entry policy. 
Feedback from school staff and parents has been positive.  
 
• Government initiatives 
- The Building Revolution has generated a flurry of submissions, some of which may result in 
new performing arts centres. 
 
• Developments at the University level  
Dr. Lorraine Connell, co-ordinator of the Bachelor of Education, also has the new title of 
Director of Professional Experience. Her time is fully spent co-ordinating the practicums of 
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student teachers around Teaching Schools, and has handed over actual teaching in the arts to 
another specialist. 
Nora Lewis 
 
QUEENSLAND 
No report 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 
Members of Chapter Council 
Chair: Mr Antony Hubmayer 
Deputy Chair: Ms Suzanne Rogers 
Secretary: Ms Kerry Martin 
Treasurer: Mr Keith Huxtable 
Publications: Ms Kerry Martin, Matthew Cozens (2008) 
BAMER Representative: Dr Jennifer Rosevear 
Council Members: Ms Jillian Beer, Ms Lorraine Brunner, Ms Frances Dennis, Mr Ben Fuller, 
Ms Sue Harding, Ms Elizabeth Harlock-Lea, Ms Anna Lester, Dr Janet McDowall, Mr 
Stephen Millar, Ms Chris Narroway, Ms Tracey Radbone. 
 
Chapter Council Meetings 
These meetings are held twice each school term in weeks two and six at the Education 
Development Centre (EDC) Hindmarsh. The AGM of the South Australian Chapter was held 
on 22 November 2008 with some changes to office bearers including Chair, and Treasurer. 
The Council welcomed new council members, Ms Frances Dennis, Mr Ben Fuller (country 
representative), Ms Elizabeth Harlock-Lea and Ms Tracey Radbone. One of the strengths of 
our Chapter is the diversity of its council members who represent a wide range of professional 
situations from early years to tertiary education, private and public schools, music education 
retail sector, instrumental music teachers, disability sector and student teachers. 
 
Chapter Membership 
Chapter membership has grown slightly throughout the 2008- 2009 year and currently stands 
at 120.  
 
Activities for Year 
Workshops/Professional Development 
There have been a range of professional development activities to cater for our broad 
membership base. Conferences have been well attended, successful and have provided 
positive, constructive feedback that influences planning for future events. All conferences 
have been managed by Council members and have been financially self-sustaining. 
 
State Conferences 
The term 3, 2008 conference focussed upon ‘Working With What You’ve Got’. It was 
conducted in a workshop style and included hands-on playing directed by a range of guest 
speakers addressing strategies and repertoire for unbalanced ensembles in a school setting. 
The term 4 conference was titled ‘Closing the Gap’ and focussed upon engaging students and 
delivering educational outcomes through pop culture and technology. Presenters included Dr 
Michael Web, Jen Seiffert, Jim Edson and Suzanne Rogers.  
The term 1 conference 2009 was titled ‘Music and Future SACE’ and focussed upon 
explaining and responding to new curriculum developments for year 11 and 12 in South 
Australia. In addition to this a ‘mock-benchmark’ solo and group performance assessment 
was also conducted. An additional term 1 workshop hosted by Niki Levendis focussed upon 
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teaching and assessing the SACE year 12 music subject ‘Music in Context’ and this was also 
well attended. 
The term 2 conference will be presented by Susie Davies-Splitter and is titled ‘Take Orff with 
Improvistion’.  
 
Young Composers’ Competition 
The South Australian Young Composer’s Award was another success in 2008. Barbara 
Sedgley with the help of Council members very smoothly coordinated the award. The concert 
and award ceremony was held on 24th November at Maughan Uniting Church, Franklin 
Street, Adelaide. The performances were of a very high standard with the event being 
recorded to CD and sold to students, parents and friends. APRA and MusicEdnet in South 
Australia support the Young Composer’s Award. There were 72 entries received across a 
range of categories with continued growth being in popular music and Section J - the 
advanced category for ensemble or choir. ASME SA selected Ryan Mifsud to represent South 
Australia at the ASME XVII National Conference in Launceston. 
 
Advocacy 
ASME in South Australia has continued to act as an advisory body to Department of 
Education and Children’s Services (DECS) and the SACE Board in a range of curriculum and 
assessment issues.  
A workshop for graduating music education students, organised by Dr Jennifer Rosevear, was 
held in November 2008. This workshop enabled students to discuss employment 
opportunities and resources with representatives from DECS, IMS, ASME, Primary Schools 
Music Festival, Musica Viva in schools and MusicEdnet. 
ASME (SA) presented Elena Harrison, a final year student from The University of Adelaide, 
with the award for the most outstanding music education graduate. 
 
Chapter Publications 
The Chapter newsletter is published once each term and distributed to the membership and 
other music education associations in South Australia. 
 
Resource Development 
The Teaching SACE Musicianship book continues to be a valuable resource for senior 
secondary teaching. It provides teaching guidelines and practice questions for the three 
sections outlined in the SACE curriculum statement.  
 
Chapter cooperation/liaison with other music/arts organisations 
The South Australian Chapter has an ongoing relationship with the South Australian branches 
of ANCA, Orff and Kodaly. The Music Teachers Association of South Australia (MTASA) is 
represented on Chapter Council and ASME is represented on Council of Education 
Associations of South Australia (CEASA). ASME also has links to the Association of Heads 
of Music in Non Government Schools (AHOMINGS) in South Australia. ASME continues to 
hold a position on the state Advisory Board of the Australian Music Examination Board 
(AMEB), and addresses issues of common interest as they arise.  
ASME SA members were recognised by CEASA for their fine work over many years 
organising the Young Composer Awards (Chris Matters, Stephen Millar, Barbara Sedgley and 
Chris Narroway) 
 
Developments in Schools (ECE, Primary, Secondary) 
In 2008 DECS undertook music trials in 25 volunteer schools using a collaborative inquiry 
approach to research innovative approaches to whole class instrumental teaching and learning. 
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Trials included a diverse profile of schools and inquiry research teams. Professional learning 
and financial resourcing support was provided. 
In the whole class approach students learned about music through playing a musical 
instrument, with the instrumental teacher and the class teacher collaboratively planning and 
teaching the lessons. The class teacher learned the instrument alongside the students in their 
class and supported the music learning between lessons with follow-up practice and activities. 
Musical learning was integrated with the students’ other learning. The learning from the trials 
has been continued through the development of a Music Learning Laboratory which is 
building professional development and resources. Mr Nick Beach, Deputy Director Trinity - 
College London, visited Adelaide at the start of the trials in May 2008 and again in March 
2009 as a critical friend and constructive supporter of DECS research, learning and PD in 
whole class instrumental and vocal teaching. Mr Beach is responsible for the UK Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD) program in Whole Class Instrumental and Vocal Teaching. 
In July 2009, Francesca Matthews, Area Leader, CPD Program, Trinity College London, will 
present five days of intensive PD to support further learning about whole class instrumental 
teaching practice.  
 
Development of instrumental music teaching 
Cuts that were threatened to Instrumental Music Service in 2007 have not taken effect to date. 
 
Status of curriculum documents 
Senior secondary schooling has been the focus of significant curriculum development and 
ASME SA has played a major role in advising and shaping the new music curriculum 
document. Some title changes have occurred with the controlling body now referred to as the 
SACE Board (replacing the acronym SSABSA) and ‘New SACE’ has replaced the working 
title ‘Future SACE’. The curriculum reforms are intended to create more flexible learning 
arrangements, broadening student pathways and developing enterprise, interpersonal and 
employment related skills needed for the future. 
Music subjects for year 11 and year 12 are fundamentally the same as in the former SACE 
however,  year 11 students in 2010 and year 12 students in 2011 will be assessed by teachers 
using a ‘Performance Standards’ rubric. 
ASME SA is continuing to be actively involved in the preparation of curriculum support 
material. 
The South Australian Curriculum Standards and Accountability (SACSA) Framework 
continues to be used in the design of learning programs from Pre-School to Year 12 in DECS, 
Catholic and some Non-Government schools. 
 
Changes to policy 
No developments 
 
Government initiatives 
Many South Australian Government and Non-Government schools have submitted 
applications for developing music and performing arts facilities as part of the Rudd 
Government’s Building the Education Revolution.   
 
Developments at the University level in relation to delivery of programs and teacher 
education 
The University of Adelaide's Elder Conservatorium of Music continues to offer three degree 
programs: the 3-year Bachelor of Music, 3-year Bachelor of Music Studies and the 4-year 
Bachelor of Music Education. Partly in response to the NRSME, the Bachelor of Music 
Education, that has a secondary focus, is now being broadened with an elective subject in 
Primary Music offered in 2008. 
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In 2008, the number of practice teaching days was increased from 20 to 30 days for third year 
B.Mus.Ed. students, in line with the recommendations from the Federal Department of 
Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) as a result of improving the 
Practical Component of Teacher Education (PCTE) Program. These students complete a total 
of 80 days of practice teaching over the 4-year program. 
The Bachelor of Music Studies has introduced a ‘Performance and Pedagogy’ strand in 2009, 
to complement the existing specialisations of Composition, Music Technology and Integrated 
Studies. In addition to the degree programs, the Conservatorium offers a range of VET 
Certificates and Diplomas, as well as postgraduate programs, including Masters and PhD and 
the PhD in music performance. 
 
Other comments 
The South Australian recipients of the ASME Teaching Awards for Excellence were Ms 
Elizabeth Harlock-Lea from Fremont Elizabeth City High School and Janice Leahy from Para 
Hills High School.   
Antony Hubmayer 
 
TASMANIA 
 
Members of Chapter Council 
Chair: Dr Bill Baker 
Vice Chair (South): Wendy Ross 
Vice Chair (North): Angela Howie 
Secretary: Carolyn Cross 
Treasurer: Wendy Ross 
Publications: Sarah Elliott 
BAMER Representative: Dr Bill Baker 
Council Members: Andrea Scott, Stephen King, Simon Reade, Luke Beasley, Amanda 
Pettman, Heidi Elgersma, Peter Quigley 
 
Chapter Council Meetings 
Five meetings have been held: 27 September 2008, 6 December 2008, 21 February 2009, 2 
May 2009, 20 June 2009 (These have been dual COC meetings) 
 
Chapter Membership: 65 
 
Activities for Year 
Workshops/PL   
No activity 
 
State Conferences: 2008 State Conference  
Held at UTAS in Launceston. Attracted 41 delegates, sponsorship from Barratts Music. 
Theme: The Tasmanian Music Curriculum: Strategies and resources for success. Keynote 
presenter Mandy Stefanakis. Workshop presenters, Bill Baker, Sarah Elliott, Gerard van de 
Geer, Karlin Love. School performances by Glenorchy PS and Newstead College 
 
Young Composers’ Competition: The winner of the competition for Tasmania was Toby 
Brodel for his piece ‘L.S. lives in Gaza’ 
 
Advocacy 
No activity 
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Chapter Publications 
- Newsletter/Journal. 11 issues of TASM-e-update are sent electronically, 3 issues of TASME 
News are mailed 
- Resource Development. The chapter website includes many links to projects and resources 
including 2007 project ‘Music Learning centres’ 
 
Chapter cooperation/liaison with other music/arts organisations  
Cross promotion with TOSA on several occasions 
 
Developments in Schools (ECE, Primary, Secondary) 
No changes 
 
Development of instrumental music teaching  
No changes 
 
Status of curriculum documents.  
The Tasmanian Arts Curriculum was ratified in 2008 and music is a component of this. 
Excellent resources are supplied electronically on the DoE Arts Sharepoint in addition to the 
document. 
 
Changes to policy  
No changes 
 
Government initiatives  
No changes 
 
Developments at the University level in relation to delivery of programs and teacher 
education  
The UTAS Faculty of Education has appointed a new Dean after some 2 years. The Faculty is 
currently re-writing Bachelor of Education and Bachelor of Teaching degrees for 
implementation/ teach-out from 2010. The B Ed (In-Service) and B Ed (Human Movement) 
shall be merged into the B Ed. The Bachelor of Teaching shall become an Master of 
Teaching. There are some 18 units of arts education offered within these degrees – with two 
music units being compulsory and others being offered as electives. Both degrees shall be 
fully flexible under new arrangements.  
Bill Baker 
 
VICTORIA 
 
Members of Chapter Council 
Chair: Mr Shane Walterfang 
Vice Chair: Mr Andrew Swainston 
Secretary: Dr Helen Farrell (Acting) 
Treasurer: Mr Shane Walterfang (Acting) 
Publications: Assoc. Prof. David Forrest (Victorian Journal of Education); Dr Helen Farrell 
(Bulletin) 
BAMER Representative: Issues are directed from the Chapter direct to Assoc. Prof. Robin 
Stevens 
Council Members: Dr Neryl Jeanneret, Dr Amanda Watson (CPTAV rep), Mr Michael 
Travers, Ms Mimi Hung-Pai Chen, Ms Elizabeth Mitchell (coopted)  
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Members of the Chapter Council represent a diversity of educators in the music education 
sector including Primary, Secondary, Special Education, Tertiary, Government and Non-
Government sectors.  
 
Chapter Council Meetings 
Regular meetings of the Victorian Chapter Council are scheduled on the second Wednesday 
of the month at the Statewide Resources Centre, Carlton. The Annual General Meeting for 
2009 is scheduled for 12 August. 
 
Chapter Membership 
Chapter membership at the commencement of this year was 148. 
 
Activities for Year 
Workshops/Professional Development 
Victoria is well serviced through aMuse which provides Workshops and PD to the wide range 
of music education practitioners in Victoria. Teachers of music in the International 
Baccalaureate - IB (an alternative to the Victorian Certificate of Education – VCE - for Year 
11 and 12 students) belong to an area of education who we would like to offer a greater level 
of support. Preliminary conversations with IB organisers are welcoming of the Victorian 
Chapter to offer a series of annual PD for their teachers. 
 
State Conferences  
The Victorian Chapter is supporting ‘Sounds Great’, a statewide conference for Victorian 
music teachers, 16-19 July 2009. 
 
Young Composers’ Competition  
The Victorian Chapter is pleased to sponsor a young composer from rural Victoria who was 
selected by Dr Andrew Blyth from 11 entrants.   
 
Advocacy 
The 2008 National Awards for Excellence in School Music Education were announced on 22 
August 2008 at a ceremony hosted by ASME and the Artistic and Creative Education cluster 
at University House, the University of Melbourne. The Victorian winners were Ms Regina 
Byrne (Most Outstanding School Leader) nominated when she was principal of Mount St 
Joseph’s Girls’ College, Altona North and now Principal at Sacred Heart College, Geelong 
and Mrs Jennifer Meachem, Camberwell Girls Grammar School. The University High School 
flute quartet provided the musical entertainment. 
 
Victorian school students participated in the 2008 Music. Count Us In project with a 
performance of “Sing”, a song specially written by two students from Blackburn High School 
and two from Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School under the guidance from 
Australian Idol musical director, John Foreman. 
 
In conjunction with the Artistic and Creative Education cluster, Faculty of Education 
University of Melbourne the Victorian Chapter co-hosted a colloquium presented by 
Professor Robert Walker (15 June 2009) and a post graduate research seminar (21 June 2009). 
 
Chapter Publications 
Newsletter/Journal 
The Chapter continues to produce the Victorian Journal of Music Education and to publish a 
newsletter once per term. 
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Resource Development 
The Victorian Chapter website is currently being reviewed to take into account the way our 
new generation of teachers are using the internet to communicate and to gather support and 
resources. We are very fortunate to have Andrew Swainston assembling a closed trial of the 
new additions to the site to Chapter members over the next month. 

 
Chapter cooperation/liaison with other music/arts organizations 
The Victorian Chapter continues to liase with a range of music/arts organisations to which 
fruitful ties have been created and continue to develop. Dr Amanda Watson was elected as 
President of the Council of Professional Teaching Associations of Victoria (CPTAV) for 
2009/2010 and she continues to represent the Chapter at meetings. CPTAV will present 
inaugural awards for Outstanding Professional Service made in a voluntary capacity to 
professional teaching associations in September 2009. ASME Victoria will be nominating a 
deserving member. The Chapter encourages discussion with a diverse range of practitioners 
as well as advertising and celebrating achievements in the industry. Dr Helen Farrell has 
represented the Chapter on the planning group for the combined ‘Sounds Great’ Conference, 
16-19 July 2009. 
 
Developments in Schools (ECE, Primary, Secondary) 
With the requirement for fully registered teachers to complete 100 hours of professional 
learning over five years as part of the requirements for renewal of registration with the 
Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT), some teachers are ‘counting the hours’ and schools and 
professional teaching associations are stipulating how many hours an activity is worth. There 
is no requirement that any professional learning is accredited by VIT and teachers are able to 
make their own judgement about suitable activities. The process is highlighting teachers who 
never attend any professional learning or do any professional reading. Teachers who were 
registered in 2003 completed phase one of renewal in 2007 and from 2008 will be the first to 
complete 100 hours by 2012.  
 
Following protracted negotiations and a number of days of stopwork action, some Victorian 
Government teachers received a pay increase in 2008 as part of the new enterprise agreement. 
The advertised increase of $10,000 a year was received by those at the top of the teacher 
scale, but not by those with Leading Teacher classification.  
 
After negotiations lasting more than 12 months, Early Childhood teachers have been granted 
wage parity with Primary teachers both on entry to the profession and at the top of the scale. 
Many teachers have dual qualifications – qualified to teach in either primary school or pre-
school and this achievement will hopefully encourage teachers to stay or return to pre-school 
teaching.  
 
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development launched the e5 
Instructional Model on 3 April 2009. The Model comprises five key elements: engage, 
explore, explain, elaborate, evaluate and is intended to provide a common language for 
professional conversations, for classroom observations and a basis for ongoing school-based 
professional learning for teachers and school leaders. 
<www.education.vic.gov.au/about/efivemodel> 
 
Development of instrumental music teaching 
Government schools continue to employ instrumental music teachers who teach one 
instrument and are paid through the school payroll on yearly contracts. The teachers who take 
up these positions are often professional musicians who include teaching as part of their 
portfolio career.  
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As at 30 June 2008, (Victorian Institute of Teaching Annual Report 2007-2008) there were 
3589 teachers registered as Permission to Teach (PTT). These people do not have an 
approved teaching qualification. Most are instrumental music teachers and some are school 
chaplains, with possibly a few sport coaches. The Institute had always intended to phase out 
PTT at the end of 2008, requiring all teachers to have gained an approved teaching 
qualification. The review of the Institute in 2007 recommended that qualifications and 
registration be split for the PTT category, suggesting that these people be placed in a ‘para 
professional’ category. This recommendation has recognised the reality that these people have 
no desire to complete a teaching qualification. No action has been taken as yet. Teachers in 
the PTT category do not have to complete 100 professional learning for renewal of 
registration. 
 
As part of the Victorian Government enterprise agreement for teachers, non qualified teachers 
(including instrumental music teachers) who had in previous years been classified in 
instructor class have now been placed in para professional class. 
  
Status of curriculum documents 
Current curriculum documents continue with no change. Government and Catholic system 
schools are continuing to implement the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS) the 
curriculum for students in Preparatory Year to Year 10. Government and Catholic schools are 
required to report on all teaching areas using VELS and ‘A-E’ grading. 
  
VCE Music  
The Victorian Certificate of Education Music Study designs - Music Styles, Music 
Performance: Solo and Music Performance: Group are being reviewed in 2009. The 
consultation draft for each study design will available in July 2009. The accreditation period 
for the current three study designs has been extended until 31 December 2010.  
 
Changes to policy 
Commencing in 2009, the new enterprise agreement for Victorian Government Schools 
includes four only fixed pupil free days. The first three days of the school year were 
designated pupil free and the fourth as report writing day on 12 June 2009. The amount of 
work that could be accomplished at the beginning of the year varied with many schools 
representing building sites accompanied incredibly hot weather. The agreement leaves 
schools with no report writing day in semester two and many disputes between teachers, AEU 
representatives and Principal Class about time in lieu for parent teacher meetings. Some 
schools have continued past practice of creating a pupil free day for these occasions. 
 
The Victorian Institute of Teaching was reviewed in 2007, after five years of operation with 
the report delivered in March 2008. Change, in light of the recommendations has been slow. 
 
Government initiatives 
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) replaced the 
long-standing fortnightly publication Education Times with a glossy monthly magazine titled 
Shine. The magazine reflects the integrated education continuum from birth to 18 years and 
addresses the professional needs of childcare workers, early intervention staff, pre-school 
teachers, maternal and child health nurses, primary and secondary teachers and principals – in 
one publication. 
 
In September 2008 the Government’s Blueprint for Education and Early Childhood 
Development was launched. It sets out the Government’s five-year agenda for learning and 
development from birth to adulthood. A significant feature is to improve linkages between 
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children’s services and schools through a pilot of transition plans for children entering 
primary schools across 30 sites as children commenced school in 2009. Other 
implementations for 2009 are the trial of the Early Years Learning and Development 
Framework (to link with VELS) and rolling out the Maternal and Child Health Service 
Activity Framework. 
 
Developments at the University level in relation to delivery of programs and teacher 
education 
The University of Melbourne 
Professor Gary McPherson, former National President of ASME (1995-1997) has been 
appointed Ormond Chair of Music to take up his position on 1 July 2009.  
The Faculty of the VCA and Music (VCAM) was created on 6 April 2009 comprising School 
of Music (Parkville) and the Faculty of the VCA and Music (Southbank) headed by the 
Foundation Dean Professor Sharman Pretty. Professor McPherson will head the new School 
of Music within the new Faculty. The Faculty offers the creative disciplines of Art, Music, 
Dance, Theatre Production, Film and Television providing under graduate and post graduate 
studies in these disciplines. The formation of the new Faculty has resulted in job losses of 12 
casual staff at the Victorian College of the Arts. The future of the VCA is in doubt despite 
assurances prior to the amalgamation that staffing would be secure. The National Tertiary 
Education Union (NTEU) has taken an active interest in this situation. 
 
The Melbourne Model is in its second year of operation with those wishing to train as 
teachers enrolling in the Master of Teaching program (Early Childhood, Primary, Secondary). 
Teachers exit the program with a Post Graduate Diploma of Teaching (150 credit points) and 
are provisionally registered with the Victorian Institute of Teaching. Students may chose the 
accelerated mode: one and half years full time study in one year, or the reduced mode: one 
and half years full time study over two years. A further 50 credit points, completed within 
five years of the PG Dip of T, gains the award of Master of Teaching.  
 
The University of Melbourne has been selected to work with Teach for Australia  (the non-
profit national coordinator) to develop and run a national teacher education course for top 
graduates entering the teaching workforce. High-calibre graduates from Australian 
universities will sign up for a unique and intensive two-year teaching placement in Australian 
schools. On graduation students will be awarded a Post Graduate Diploma of Teaching. 
<www.teachforaustralia.org>  
Shane Walterfang, Amanda Watson 

 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
Members of Chapter Council 
Chair: Judith Haldane 
Deputy Chair: Jandy Lowe 
Secretary: Eleanor Brockman 
Treasurer: Anita Fuhrmann 
Publications: Diane Vrcic 
BAMER Representative: none 
Council Members: Anne Trigg, Helen Macpherson, Tim Schoenmakers, Jason Boron, Lois 
Mitchell 
Country Council Members: Andrea Roper, Melanie Kerrigan 
 
Chapter Council Meetings 
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Chapter meetings take place on the second Wednesday of the month at the University of W.A. 
Chapter Membership is quite healthy at around 340 members. 
 
Activities for Year 
Workshops/Professional Development 
Over the last 12 months, the Chapter has presented several workshops and a Summer School.  
These have been well attended and costs have been covered by registration fees. 
• In conjunction with the AGM held on 13 September 2008, there was a health and wellness 
focus to the afternoon PD which consisted of a voice care session, presented by a speech 
pathologist and one on stress management for teachers. 
• During the October vacation, the Chapter ran a one and a half day workshop on the Post 
Compulsory Course of Study. 
• In January 2009 George Torbay was the keynote speaker at the annual two day Summer 
School attracting over 80 delegates.  
• The Chapter ran an Induction Day for new and returning teachers in March. 
• Carl Crossin was the keynote speaker for the Choral Day in May, which had an attendance 
of 50 delegates. 
 
State Conferences   
None 
 
Young Composers’ Competition 
None  
 
Advocacy 
Ongoing through Chapter publications and Professional Development opportunities. 
 
Chapter Publications 
Newsletter/Journal    
Opus was published 4 times during the last year. The editor has instigated new features such 
as highlighting the musical activities at a different school for each publication. The Chapter 
also endeavours to include worksheets and practical ideas for the classroom teacher as well as 
notification of coming events and reviews of recent Professional Development sessions.  

 
Resource Development 
A new Year 12 Set Works Analysis was published in 2008. 
An update of Stepping in Time, a resource for primary school teachers, is being undertaken 
over the next few months. 
 
Chapter cooperation/liaison with other music/arts organizations 
The WA Chapter has a good working relationship with many other organizations such as the 
School of Instrumental Music, Orff/Schulwerk Society, the Music Department of the 
University of WA, AUSTA, ABODA and the West Australian Symphony Orchestra. A 
Council member is on the Advisory Committee of the AMEB. 
 
Developments in Schools (ECE, Primary, Secondary) 
The Post Compulsory New Music Course of Study has been implemented this year. 
 
Development of instrumental music teaching 
The Instrumental Music School Services (commonly referred to as SIM), provides an 
exceptional instrumental music program reaching over 14,500 students in Years 3–12, who 
are enrolled in more than 450 Government schools across the State. Further, in 2009, there 
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was provision made for 300 ensembles, enhancing and providing extension work for the 
students involved in the program. 
 
There were a number of woodwind, brass and guitar workshops for primary students held 
throughout the year. Several thousand, mostly secondary, students were involved in the 
instrumental festivals held in Term 3 for bands, orchestras, guitar ensembles, choirs and jazz 
groups. A number of secondary students also participated in workshops and master classes led 
by visiting professional performers. 
 
In 2009 there has been an expansion in the contemporary music field with specialised 
instruction in electric and bass guitar being offered in a greater number of selected secondary 
schools. SIM has continued to provide instrumental lessons online (using Centra software) 
from the studio at the Maylands premises. Included this year are schools from the south west 
of the state, alongside those continuing from the Pilbara. SIM is also in the process of 
developing further online content with WestOne. 
 
The culmination of musical excellence will be showcased in Opus 2009, which offers 
opportunities for selected schools to perform at the Perth Concert Hall. This year’s concert is 
on Monday 15th June. 
 
Level of education  2006  2007  2008* 2009 
Primary (Years 3–7) 7 517 8 047 6 968 7375 
Lower secondary (Years 8–10)  5 746  5 813  5 874 5842 
Senior secondary (Years 11–12)  1 150  1 260  1 251 1346 
Total  14 413  15 120  14 093 14554 
Source: School of Instrumental Music* half cohort at year 6 level 
 
In 2009, a total of 248 staff, including classroom and instrumental music teachers were 
appointed to SIM. 
 
The new Music Course of Study being implemented in WA this year has required 
instrumental teachers to take on more of a significant role in assessment and programming 
than previously. It has offered an opportunity for teachers to reflect carefully on their delivery 
of instrumental teaching and to work collaboratively within instrumental teachers and with 
classroom teachers to provide the best possible learning opportunities for their students. 
 
At the beginning of 2009 the position of Manager, Instrumental Music School Services was 
reclassified to a Principal level 5 Education Act position. This now means that SIM now has 
an administrative structure similar to the Hospital School Services. Further changes to the 
structure and operational activities of SIM are unlikely to change in the short term as a result 
of this reclassification.  
 
Status of curriculum documents 
Implementation of the new Music course in Year 11. This year has been reasonably smooth. 
The Curriculum Council have set up Course Advisory Committees with representatives from 
all system sectors and professional associations to review the course as it is implemented. The 
course is much more inclusive of all music contexts and caters for students at all levels of 
ability, even the education support students, although not all stages can be used for tertiary 
entrance. 
 
Changes to policy  
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In February 2009, the Director General announced that the Department of Education and 
Training would be taking steps to simplify assessment for teachers. This will include 
reviewing and simplifying the existing Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting (CAR) policy. 
A consultation draft version of the simplified policy is available on line. Two WA Chapter 
members attended a Forum regarding this policy. 
 
Government initiatives 
None 
 
Developments at the University level in relation to delivery of programs and teacher 
education 
University of Western Australia 
1. From 2008, undergraduate units in Choral Pedagogy and Instrumental & Vocal Pedagogy 
have been opened up to students taking Performance and Musicology majors, and this has 
proved popular with those who are considering taking the Diploma in Education as a 
postgraduate route to the music teaching profession. 
2. UWA is developing B.Ed. programmes in Primary Teaching and Early Childhood Studies, 
and the School of Music is collaborating in delivering the Music component of these 
innovative courses. 
3. The Winthrop Singers, a chamber choir introduced at UWA in 2007, has begun to provide 
schools workshops a part of a programme to encourage young people to enjoy group singing. 
They made a successful visit to Albany in 2008, and are planning a similar trip to Geraldton 
this year. 
4. The taught Diploma/Masters programme in Music Practitioner Studies that is available at 
UWA as a distance-learning course is going from strength to strength, meeting the career 
development needs of classroom and studio teachers as well as musicians with a community 
focus to their musical engagement. 
5. The School of Music is also involved in outreach through its Junior Music School and 
Exhibitioner programmes, providing accelerated learning for students aged 1 year through to 
school leavers. 
 
Edith Cowan University 
Edith Cowan University provides high quality training for classroom teachers in Early 
Childhood, Primary and K-7 programmes. Music plays an important role in these courses and 
is promoted as a valuable tool for supporting and enhancing the classroom learning 
environment. Students learn about the vital role music plays in fostering creativity as well as 
supporting integrated learning across the curriculum. 
 
ECU continues to provide a high quality secondary music programme under the guidance of 
Dr Geoffrey Lowe. This year a new initiative was a new pathway for primary teachers with a 
special interest in music to be able to select extra music units to further their skills in music 
teaching. The idea of this model is to enable trained primary classroom teachers to also have 
the capacity to take music lessons in a school if required.  Secondary music students also have 
the option of taking up primary and early childhood music teaching units. This can be an 
important choice for many of them as they can end up in K-10 or K- 12 schools with primary 
school children. 
 
Within the secondary programme, two new units have been launched in 2009 as part of a new 
Instrumental Music specialization. The units, 'Teaching Instrumental Music', and 'Directing 
School Music Ensembles' aim to equip graduates with practical skills in individual and group 
teaching pedagogy, and conducting skills across choral, bands, orchestras and jazz ensembles. 
We have been fortunately in securing the expertise of Dr Matthew Styles and Dr Alan 
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Lourens in running these units. Hopefully, these units will go from strength to strength as 
ECU continues to encourage a practical, skills based approach to music education. 
Judith Haldane 
 


