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KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 

 

Katie Wardrobe 

 

Playing and Creating Music in the 21st Century - Inspirational Uses of Technology 
 

Technology has allowed musicians to evolve the way they work, compose, rehearse and perform. Music making has been 
transformed in recent years by the advances in technology that allow everyone to carry a recording studio and performance 
device in their pocket. During this session we will explore the innovative composition techniques of Andrew Huang that 
utilise the sampling of everyday objects, discover how Charlie Puth writes and produces songs while he’s on-the-go, look at 
the ways Ed Sheeran used simple equipment to emulate a full band on his latest solo tour, the simple techniques Gaspard 
Bonnefoy used to capture global sounds and “loop the world” and how teachers are creating living, musical picture galleries 
with augmented reality.  Katie will share ways that you can take these inspirational ideas and apply them at school with 
your own students. 

 

  



SESSION 1:  

Emma Zen  

Combining Orff, Kodaly and Dalcroze 
For Early Childhood Music Education 

 

Leading music educators, Carl Orff, Zoltan Kodaly and Emile Dalcroze; their approach methodology and philosophy applied 
and adapted for Early Childhood Music Education. 

How are they different? How are they the same? Could they/should they be combined? 

Emma presents an analysis of the Orff Approach, Kodaly Methodology and Dalcroze Eurhytmics. 

She will break them down into bite-sized pieces then apply and adapt them for Early Chilhdood Music Education. 

With play at the core of learning, these approaches can be used in isolation and/or fusion to complement one another 
providing a multi-disciplinary approach to live and active music-making accessible to all. 

Engage in a range of shared experiences and perspectives. Leave with a comprehensive collection of ideas to grow with the 
children in your music class. 

 

Jane Nicholas  

An Exploration of First Nations Music Of Australia and Orff Schulwerk  
Developing Musical Understanding Through Culturally Sensitive Activities 

 

Culturally sensitive music making activities, inspired by Australia’s First Nations people, are sadly lacking in Australian 
schools. After the cultural repression which has occurred since European colonisation in the 1800s, many Indigenous 
peoples are now beginning to find a voice in wider society and re-discover their traditional culture.  The question of what 
cultural materials or references can be used in the school context, without offending Aboriginal people, has resulted in 
avoidance of using Indigenous music and a ‘cultural white-washing’ of Australian music education. This has contributed to 
the disengagement of many Indigenous students in music education. 

The purpose of this workshop is to share some wonderful music and associated ‘lessons’ by Aboriginal musicians who have 
represented their cultural learning through their music. 

The practical session will include active music making by: using tuned percussion to accompany songs; improvising rhythmic 
sections to produce rondo arrangements; exploring the relationship between movement and composition. Using the Orff 
Schulwerk approach, material is adapted for presentation to primary school children in the music education context.   

The proposed workshop is inspired by and draws upon the repertoire of contemporary Indigenous Australian musicians, as 
well as collaborations between Indigenous and non-Indigenous musicians.  The repertoire and cultural contexts provide 
opportunities to expand children’s learning about music, increasing cross cultural understandings and improving a broader 
perspective of Australia’s ancient and often harsh history. Repertoire used will include pieces from across Australia.  

 



SESSION 1: continued 

Keith Huxtable 

Preparing for the future 
 

This session will look at several key trends that are affecting music education, in particular the role of ever-evolving 
technologies and pedagogical approaches, and how to prepare for the future. Planning for the short, medium and longer 
term will ensure greater awareness of how best to integrate new technologies ... even those yet to exist ... and avoid what 
are often expensive mistakes. 

Keith will provide a step by step approach to preparing a plan and how you can keep it up to date to make the most of future 
opportunities. This will include understanding where technology fits and the resources you need to integrate and manage 
technology effectively ... and there will be opportunities to share experiences from participants. 

We will explore the "hype cycle" and how to decide when to adopt new technology. And we will also discuss the myths that 
hold us back from good planning and get you on the right path for 2019 and beyond. 

Participants are encouraged to email any questions/ experiences they may have about planning or challenges in advance of 

the session. Email: keith@musicednet.com . 

 

John Mackey 

Turn the Maths into Music 
Teaching Jazz Improvisation within the Classroom/Jazz Ensemble Setting – An Introduction to composing improvised solos 
over chord sequences. 

 

In this interactive session and using simple notated composed solos by the presenter, John will share ideas on how to instil 
confidence in students as they take the first step into the amazing world of improvisation. Using a simple one chord 
sequence, John will provide a step by step approach to introducing students to the composition of solos, therefore allowing 
the students to document in notation what they hear/understand internally. Your students will be able to create and 
perform their own material which will inspire them to spend more time on their chosen instrument. 

Susan Curbishley 

Trash! 
 

Experience an exciting, vibrant and all-inclusive style of percussion designed with the view that anything and everything can 
be a musical instrument. Trash Percussion utilises the philosophy that music is a combination of sound and silence and is 
promoted in the belief that everyone can play music. Empower your students with a unique approach to music where they 
actively participate in working together as a team in composing what will result in a truly original piece of music on non-
traditional instruments. By allowing students to be part of the composition process, Trash Percussion gives them a greater 
sense of ownership, appreciation and involvement. 

 

 

mailto:keith@musicednet.com


SESSION 2:  

James Madsen 

Jam On Toast! 
An exciting collection of new songs, dances and creative recipes designed for young children. 

 

This session will give participants a taste of original music from the albums ‘Jam On Toast’ and ‘More Jam On Toast’, 
composed and produced by James Madsen. A jam-packed hour of hands-on fun, with refreshing new songs and dances, as 
well as sequential activities from the accompanying resource books with ideas on how to extend the songs for further 
musical thinking. Creativity will also be explored with a range of easy and accessible improvisation and composition 
activities. 

 

Jane Nicholas (repeat session) 

An Exploration of First Nations Music Of Australia and Orff Schulwerk  
Developing Musical Understanding Through Culturally Sensitive Activities 

 

Culturally sensitive music making activities, inspired by Australia’s First Nations people, are sadly lacking in Australian 
schools. After the cultural repression which has occurred since European colonisation in the 1800s, many Indigenous 
peoples are now beginning to find a voice in wider society and re-discover their traditional culture.  The question of what 
cultural materials or references can be used in the school context, without offending Aboriginal people, has resulted in 
avoidance of using Indigenous music and a ‘cultural white-washing’ of Australian music education. This has contributed to 
the disengagement of many Indigenous students in music education. 

The purpose of this workshop is to share some wonderful music and associated ‘lessons’ by Aboriginal musicians who have 
represented their cultural learning through their music. 

The practical session will include active music making by: using tuned percussion to accompany songs; improvising rhythmic 
sections to produce rondo arrangements; exploring the relationship between movement and composition. Using the Orff 
Schulwerk approach, material is adapted for presentation to primary school children in the music education context.   

The proposed workshop is inspired by and draws upon the repertoire of contemporary Indigenous Australian musicians, as 
well as collaborations between Indigenous and non-Indigenous musicians.  The repertoire and cultural contexts provide 
opportunities to expand children’s learning about music, increasing cross cultural understandings and improving a broader 
perspective of Australia’s ancient and often harsh history. Repertoire used will include pieces from across Australia.  

 

 

 

 

 



SESSION 2: continued 

Professor Kenneth Lampl 

Garage Band in Practice 
Engaging Students Through Music Technology and Loop Based Composition 
 
 

Music Tech for Music Educators will focus on how secondary music educators can use GarageBand to engage students in 
creativity and composition in the music classroom. 

Guiding Question: How can Garage Band be used as both a tool of audio production/composition as well as a pathway to 
solicit interest in traditional music theory and composition for both music and non-music students? 

 

Allan Melville and Miranda Meyers (e-learning resources) 

Teaching Aboriginal Music Through Contemporary Australian Compositions 
 

There is much to learn about Australian Aboriginal music through a study of contemporary Australian compositions. This 
workshop begins with an introduction to Aboriginal instruments and performance techniques before examining five 
contemporary Australian compositions; each with unique musical influences. The content for each section and workshop 
activity is found on the e-learning resources classroom music website (e-lr.com.au). Workshop participants will be provided 
with a free 14 day trial login to the website. 

 

Katie Wardrobe 

Awesome Apps For Music Educators 
 

Since the evolution of tablet devices, hundreds - perhaps thousands - of music apps have been launched.  
How do you choose which ones to use? Which apps have stood the test of time and are the most versatile 
or useful for music educators? During this session, Katie will share her favourite apps for iPads and Android 
devices.  We’ll look at app options for creativity, composition, notation, music literacy, transposition, 
playback, formative assessment and digital portfolios.  We’ll also explore lesson ideas for using the apps with 
your students. 

 

 

 

 

 



SESSION 3:  

James Madsen 

Mallet Jam! 
An exciting collection of new pieces for classroom percussion with step-by-step improvisation activities and other creative 
ideas. 

 
The pieces presented in this session are from the book Mallet Jam by composer and music educator James Madsen, ideal 
for primary and middle school years for use in the classroom, for ensembles as well as for concert repertoire. A range of 
abilities will be presented with many pieces having scope for differentiation of skill techniques within each piece, to either 
simplify or extend and challenge. Many of the pieces have scope for creative thinking activities including improvising, 
arranging and composing plus Mallet Jam has step-by-step teacher suggestions for other activities, such as incorporating 
dance. Mallet Jam is also intended for use as a springboard into further topic and listening analysis work.  

 

Katharine Finlayson 

Following Forrai - Inspiration and Musical Activities from ‘Music in Preschool’ by 
Katalin Forrai 
 

This workshop will be an enjoyable and active session for teachers working with children in early years settings, i.e. ages 3 
to 6 years. In this session I aim to demonstrate the practical and inspirational nature of Katalin Forrai’s teachings, through 
participation in songs, games and musical activities. This workshop will be based on repertoire contained in Forrai’s well-
loved work “Music in Preschool” and participants will experience the link between Forrai’s words and instilling a love of and 
understanding of music in young children. This session will also highlight several quotations which encapsulate Katalin 
Forrai’s philosophy of music for the very young. 

 

Professor Kenneth Lampl 

Mixing and Audio Production Using Logic 
Fundamentals of Mixing and Audio Production 
 

This session will introduce participants to the industry standard software Logic Pro X.  Participants will learn how to mix and 
remix music of a wide variety of artists. 

 

 

 

 

 



SESSION 3: continued 

Kerri Lacey 
 

Using patterns to create unique compositions using everyday elements to help 
the creative process of composing.  
 
In this session Kerrie will look at avant-guarde music to help offer ideas on starting compositions with students. Some of 
these activities come from resources she has created, some from general classroom practices. This workshop is very 
practical, so be prepared to get your hands dirty. It would be helpful to bring your own device, but if you can’t, then just 
bring your voice.   

 

Katie Wardrobe 

Transform Your Productivity 
How To Use Tech to Survive and Transform Your Life As A Music Teacher 

 

In this workshop, we’ll talk about all those little things that can make your life as a music teacher organised 
and stress-free (well, almost!).  I’ll share some quick tips, productivity hacks and what’s working for me right 
now including how you can manage ALL of those passwords without “remembering” a single one, keep track 
of your to-do list and stay on top of tasks, backup your important stuff, how to organise documents so you 
can instantly find anything, anytime, use procedures, checklists and templates as a kindness to your future 
self, speed up the assessment process (and make it more engaging) by using recordings, check why a website 
is not loading, learn, arrange and transcribe songs quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SESSION 4:  

Emma Zen 

Intergenerational Music Playgroups in Aged Care Settings 
 

Come and hear details of how an Intergenerational Music Playgroup Pilot Program transformed how we think, feel, 
communicate, plan and play, connecting hearts, minds and generations. 

Magical Musical Play at Intergenerational Playgroups was written by Emma Zen and published in ACT Playgroups Newsletter 
March 2016. This is shared at ECCPA 2017 as a practical working model paper. The presentation will include images and 
video footage of intergenerational music-making in action. There will be time for comments, questions and discussion. Many 
useful links are provided at the conclusion of this paper for further research.   

 

Susan Curbishley 

Clap Your Hands 
 

Every music lesson we give can instil in our students a love of music. Lessons in the foundation years of schooling capture 
the imagination and creativity of children and teachers alike.  

Hand clapping songs, chants and games are linked to cognitive skills. Research shows that children who participate in these 
fun games are often better spellers, readers and that the health benefits are great for students and teachers! 

 

Keith Huxtable 

Live Sound for Music Teachers – What, Why and How! 
 
Starting from the very beginning, this workshop will take you on a unique journey from the “in” to the “out” of a PA system 
and provide some simple, but practical pointers for achieving a great sound along the way. The session will also explain 
some basic, but most important characteristics of sound that you should know about. 

Intended for teachers at any level, primary through secondary, who are wanting to quickly understand the essentials of live 
sound systems, choosing the right components for your application (particularly microphones) and how to set up and 
operate everything correctly. 

This is a hands-on session that will give you all the basic skills for live sound mixing with any PA, regardless of size, and help 
you avoid common mistakes and problems. Comprehensive support materials will be provided to all participants. 

 

 

 

 



SESSION 4: continued 

Kerri Lacey 
 

Exploring Your Vocal Soul 
 
This workshop is a practical based workshop that uses the elements of gospel singing to explore the inner ear, unlock aural 
skills and to create a vocal program suitable for a range of students. 

 

Susan Anderson 

Bing Bang Bong! 
 

Can dowel tapping sticks be played in a meaningful way? Of course! In this workshop, participants will experience effective 
and easy instrumental activities. These will be a presented in a variety of musical styles implementing Orff Schulwerk 
principles and focussing on instrumental playing. 
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