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TASM-e-News  February 2018 
 

 

Hi everyone, 

Apologies for the newsletter being a week later than usual but Cynthia, our chairperson, 

has only just arrived back from another visit to Nepal.  We delayed the publication of our 

newsletter so we could include a report on her trip.  I hope you all had a great start to 

the term and enjoy reading our newsletter and look forward to seeing many of you at the TASME 

Conference in March in Launceston. 

CHAIRPERSON’S MESSAGE 

 Welcome to our first edition of our Newsletter for 2018. Yes we have come to that part of the year 

where we have to say goodbye to our lovely long holiday break to get back to what we do best, teach our 

students. Hopefully you are rested and ready for another exciting year of music education.  

The TASME committee is busy getting our first and major professional development days organised with 

our annual state-wide conference to be held in Launceston on Friday and Saturday the 23rd and 24th of 

March at the Scotch Oakburn Junior School - 74 Elphin Rd, Newstead. Please note this change from the 

previous address of Scotch Oakburn College. 

We encourage you to take advantage of some scholarships that have been offered by the Tasmanian 

Department of Education and the Tasmanian Catholic Education Office. Please have a look at the attached 

flyer to take advantage of these scholarships. All you have to do is contact me, Cynthia Howard at 

cynthia.howard@education.tas.gov.au and you will gain a scholarship. There are limited scholarships so be 

quick so you don’t miss out.  

If you are unlucky to not gain a scholarship, come along anyway. The conference is a very reasonable price 

which includes food and both local and interstate presenters. This conference is heavily supported by both 

the Tasmanian Department of Education and the Tasmanian Catholic Education Office, so let your principals 

know that this is a PD you need to attend that is relevant to you! 

Please look through our newsletter as we have some information about some of our guest presenters. 

Peter Wardrobe and Rob McWilliams are both from Yamaha and are part of an educational outreach 

program for teachers, Antony Hubmayer is our current National President who offers expertise from 

Primary through to Secondary levels, Davina McClure specialises in developing sequential curriculum that is 

both relevant and meaningful for students. Along with these interstate presenters we also have Nathan 

Austen who will introduce us to the Rhythm Recovery Drumming program developed by Simon Faulkner 

who was also the developer of the Drumbeat program with Holyoake and we have Jenny Chapman and Di 

O’Toole who will present the latest on the TSO resource program which is free online to all teachers. We 

will have curriculum leaders adding to discussion on how best we can meet the needs of our students 

following the Australian Curriculum with a question and answer forum which we encourage you to be part 

mailto:cynthia.howard@education.tas.gov.au
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of, and of course there is our dinner on the Friday night which we encourage you all to attend as this is a 

great way to meet likeminded people and share in discussions that you can’t talk about all things musical.  

So you can see this is a conference not to be missed and I have attended many music conferences around 

Australia and I am proud to say that Tasmania holds its own in providing quality Professional Development 

opportunities for educators, so don’t miss this conference and make yourself known. We all benefit by 

sharing as to do our students.  

TASME Chair 

Cynthia Howard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      33rd World Conference  
International  

Music Education 
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http://www.isme2018.org/ 

 

 

 

TASMe-News Publication 

Dates for Remainder of 2018 

Monday 30 April, 2018 

Monday 23 July, 2018 

Monday 15 October, 2018 

http://www.isme2018.org/
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PRESENTER NOTES FOR UPCOMING TASME CONFERENCE 

Peter Wardrobe - Being at the forefront of music education 
technology for most of his career, Peter started as a classroom 
teacher in 1999 at Niddrie Secondary College. After some time in 
the classroom Peter was appointed to the Alfred Brash Sound 
House as the Education Program Delivery Co-ordinator. This is 
where Peter’s passion for education technology started. After 
seven years at the Alfred Brash Sound House Peter joined the 
Sibelius Australia team in the critical role of Education and Support 
Specialist. In this role Peter spent time travelling around the 
country supporting teachers to implement technology into the 
classroom.  

After working with the original team at Sibelius for seven years, 
moved back in to the classroom at Doveton College Victoria, a brand new school, where he established a 
successful music program. Peter believes creative technology is one area that can successfully engage 
students in and outside of the classroom. Peter has recently joined the Yamaha Education Outreach team 
as the Dorico Education Specialist and is excited to be able to once again support educators in the 
implementation of technology in the classroom. 

Session descriptor 
This session will look at ways Dorico, Steinberg’s new notation program, can assist you to create exciting 
resources, work on student arrangements and increase your productivity by doing all those mundane 
chores automatically for you. This session will look at a number of musical examples and conclude with a 
“How Do I” section so you can address those burning questions.  
 

Dr. Rob McWilliams was born in Melbourne, Australia.  A USA 

resident from 1991 to 2014, he holds a Ph. D. in Music from the 

University of Minnesota, a Master's in Instrumental Conducting from 

Florida State University, and a Bachelor in Music Education from the 

University of Melbourne.  From 1996 Dr. McWilliams served as 

Professor of Music at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh (USA) where 

he directed symphonic and jazz ensembles, and taught 

and coordinated courses in conducting, instrumental music education, 

and jazz.  From 2011 he also served as Head 

of Department.  Dr. McWilliams has conducted and presented at major 

music conferences in Japan, Hong Kong, the 

United Kingdom, Singapore, Europe, China, and all states of 

Australia.  He has been published in peer-reviewed journals and is a composer/arranger with Alfred's 

Music.  In early 2015 he relocated to Brisbane, Australia and is currently working as an Education Outreach 

Clinician for Yamaha Music Australia and freelancing as a musician, educator, 

conductor, composer/arranger, and adjudicator. 

--------------------------------- 



 
 

Visit our website http://www.asme.edu.au/tas/  

Session 1 (Friday 23rd March) 

"Selecting and Preparing Instrumental Ensemble Music for Optimum Musical Outcomes" 

This session will explore the issues involved in making appropriate choices for school instrumental 

ensembles and then how to best prepare to teach and rehearse the chosen music for best results. 

 Resources for repertoire selection and preparation will be shared in this session. 

Session 2 (Saturday 24th March) Keynote 

“Advocacy for the Transformative Potential of Music Education” 

An exploration into key aspects of how and why music education can be transformational in the lives of 

students, including possibilities for enhancing advocacy amongst all relevant stakeholders. 

Session 3 (Saturday 24th March) 

“Getting started in improvisation” (bring a pitched instrument!)Practical exploration of a non-threatening 

and easily accessible approach to instrumental improvisation.  Bring your own pitched instrument! 

 

 Davina McClure obtained a B. Mus. Ed. from the 

University of Melbourne where she was awarded the Florence 

Bradford Scholarship.  She has since undertaken postgraduate 

studies in choral conducting at Monash University and a 

Master of Education from the University of Melbourne.  

Davina has taught classroom Music from Kindergarten to Year 

12.  She has held teaching and leadership positions at Notre 

Dame College, St. Michael’s Collegiate School, Korowa 

Anglican Girls’ School, Caulfield Grammar School and The 

Hamilton and Alexandra College.  She is currently Deputy 

Principal at Kilvington Grammar School, Melbourne.  Davina has a special interest in children’s choirs and 

has conducted the Preparatory Choir of The Young Voices of Melbourne.  She has presented at both State 

and National music conferences in Kodaly and Orff and is the co-author of Take Note Music books and 

resources for the primary music classroom. 

Session Titles are: 

Session 1 – Purposeful Curriculum Planning, Assessment and Feedback for Deep Learning in the P-2 

Music Classroom 

Session 2 - Purposeful Curriculum Planning, Assessment and Feedback for Deep Learning in the 3-6 

Music Classroom 

Keynote Title is: Know Your Impact 
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THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM:  

How does it shape your Music Program? 

Davina McClure 

As Music teachers, we decide the ultimate destination for our students, recognising that there needs to 
be a clear, sequential and developmental progression of discovery learning for the journey to be 
successful.  Each one of us has the exciting task of planning and delivering a music curriculum that will 
ultimately produce young musicians who are independent, literate, creative and musical.  The 
Australian Curriculum for The Arts is our blueprint.  With this we consider the knowledge, skills and 
understandings that will ultimately produce young musicians who are independent, literate and 
musical.  The learning takes place over a period of years.  The planning of this multi-dimensional 
learning needs to be designed with careful consideration of pedagogy, assessment, feedback, 
environment and resources.  This integrated approach equips both the students and the teacher to find 
inspiration in the learning experiences, with achievable and fulfilling outcomes along the way.   

 

 

Dr. Antony Hubmayer – Current ASME National President.  Antony 

Hubmayer is an Australian music educator with over 25 years of classroom 

teaching experience. He has worked extensively with teachers and students 

integrating constructivist influenced approaches into secondary school music 

curriculums and has presented workshops and papers throughout Australia 

and internationally.  He is a senior music assessor for the South Australian 

Certificate of Education, Head of Performing Arts and Director of Music at 

Scotch College in Adelaide and the National President for the Australian 

Society for Music Education. 

 

Better Music Experiences, Better Student Learning, Better By Design 

This presentation will discuss the research and present teaching examples illustrating how student learning 

benefits from designed music learning experiences applying the Australian Curriculum The Arts to 

curriculum and co-curricular experiences. 

Workshop 1 
Student Choice within Curriculum Design 
Workshop 2 

Hands On Middle School – Whole Class Djembe and Ukulele  

Workshop 3 

Experimentation using Music Technologies, creative outcomes that are better by design.  

Workshop 4 

Senior Secondary Audio and Notation based Composition ideas and examples applying Music Elements 

within the Australian Curriculum.  
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MEMBER PROFILES 
Emily Wolfe 

My name is Emily Wolfe and I joined TASME to extend my professional knowledge and to meet fellow music 

educators.  

 

TASME is a great way to connect with fellow teachers, to read articles about new ideas and to attend PD's where I can 

broaden my understanding and develop my learning. I have been playing the violin for twenty years, so music has been 

a big part of creating who I am today. I feel strongly about giving students a music education where they feel they can 

express themselves, and to explore music and enjoy what it has to offer.  

 

What inspires me the most when I am teaching music is the enjoyment I see from my students in learning music and 

playing together as an ensemble with their friends. I regularly perform around Hobart in bands such as; Lagoon Hill 

Zydeco, As The Crow Flies and Black Swans of Trespass.  

* Emily is also available to do some relief work.  Please see our music relief list of teachers. 

 

Meagan Popowski 
I became a member because I am keen to learn more about teaching music, access new/ different resources and 

network with others. Actually, I didn't really know about TASME until last year when I heard about it from a TASME 

member.  

I really enjoyed the TASME conference last year and felt really encouraged with new ideas and the presentations there. 

I like being able to try new things in my classroom and enjoy talking with others about their experiences.  

I love seeing the students being able to bring a performance together - the joy it gives to the audience and to them as 

performers. It's great seeing students who may find school life challenging find their place by being part of music. 

Seeing what other great teachers are doing in classrooms inspires me. Also going to live music events, especially 

musicals is inspiring for me.  

This year, we are extending our class and instrumental music program from Grade 6 - Grade 12, so more students will 

have access to music after they finish in our Junior School. I am looking forward to our annual Junior School concert, 

where each class performs an item, the choir sing and the instrumental groups perform. It's always a fantastic night 

and lots of "fun" preparing for it! 
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If you have any news or 

resources you would like to 

share with music colleagues 

please forward them to the 

editor so they can be 

included in our newsletter or 

on the ASME website. 

The TSO Education Program: Building the Future 
  

The Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra is internationally recognised for 

its Australian Music Program. Likewise, the TSO Education Program supports the 

development of Australian composers from the ground up, providing an 

extensive range of online classroom resources for teachers of primary classroom 

music. Jenny Compton will explain the philosophy behind the TSO Education 

Program and discuss exciting new resources currently in development.   

 

Di O’Toole’s working life revolved around music 

in Tasmanian schools. She taught music in 

primary and high schools for many years, music 

education at UTAS, and in teacher and curriculum development for the 

Department of Education. Now retired, she is active in choral music as 

well as working with the TSO’s education program.  

For further information on what the TSO has to offer for students and 

teachers please visit TSO Online Classroom Resources 

 

TSO EDUCATION CONCERTS FOR 2018 

Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra  

(Grades 4-8) 

Tuesday 8 May, 11:30am 

Federation Concert Hall 

 

Mini TSO for Early Learners 

Wednesday 6 June 

10am and 11:30am 

 

Peter and The Wolf  (Grades 2-6) 

Thursday 9 August, 11:30am 

Federation Concert Hall 

 

Kindy Classics (Prep & Grade 1) 

Tuesday 23 October 

11:30am & 1pm 

Wednesday 24 October 

10am & 11:30am 

 

For further information on concerts and  

teacher workshops contact Jenny Compton  

on mailto:comptonj@tso.com.au OR go to TSO  

website https://www.tso.com.au/educate/ 

 

mailto:amarks@cst.tas.edu.au
https://www.tso.com.au/educate/online-classroom-resources/
mailto:comptonj@tso.com.au
https://www.tso.com.au/educate/


 
 

Visit our website http://www.asme.edu.au/tas/  

Cynthia Howard and Jon Madin in Nepal – January 2018 

What an exciting time both I, Cynthia Howard and Jon Madin have had in Nepal making musical 

instruments for the teachers and students at MusicArt Society, Kathmandu. As many of you may already 

know, I have been visiting Nepal over the past two years and prior to that send online resources to 

MusicArt Society with the aim to show some teaching strategies that I use in my everyday work with 

primary classroom students. This is a very Orffian approach consisting of singing and saying, dancing or 

movement, body percussion, and instrumental work. These are fundamental Orffian techniques and allow 

for individual teaching styles. Through these processes students have opportunities to compose, create, 

listen, give feedback, re-assess, self-assess and perform often as a circulating continuum of development.  

I visited in Nepal in April 2017 and was lucky enough to have team of friends to assist me in sharing my 

ideas in Kathmandu. We also took over donations of instruments, food, clothing, stationery, and some 

sports gear and we were joined by chiropractic friend, Dr Stephen Crean who offered workshops for various 

ailments people were suffering from. The trip was a great success and there were plans to re-visit in 12 – 24 

months. Then I met with Jon Madin, who was interested in the work I was doing. We had previously made 

two films that were being distributed to a small group of people. Jon was most impressed by these films 

and already had experience in working in other countries such 

as Timor.  

Jon asked if it was possible for him to build instruments in 

Nepal. Well I didn’t hesitate, as I knew marimbas would be a 

great inclusion to the MusicArt Society program. I had already 

taken over some xylophones and two glockenspiel from my first 

trip and the school was including these instruments in their 

own work. I could only see marimbas enhancing this musical 

family. Jon said, we will build the instruments over there. This 

was a fantastic idea because not only would the school gain two 

marimbas, but the community would learn how to build them 

to expand or to sell as a form on income for the school. Jon also 

wanted to make a set of ding boxes and for anyone who doesn’t know 

what these are, they are a set of boxes that you can jump on. They 

are in the scale of C major and you just add them where ever you like 

in your music. They are a great deal of fun and there are a lot of 

smiles when the ding boxes are included in any music ensemble.  

Jon and I were happy to pay for our own flights and accommodation 

was provided by our wonderful hosts Sumit (director of MusicArt 

Society) and his wife Pushpa Pokhrel. How were we going to pay for 

the materials? So I set up a GoFundMe page and with some donations from a fundraising event I held at 

one of my schools, Illawarra Primary School we managed to raise over $1,700. This was fantastic and I am 

very grateful for these donations, thank you to all those people. This was enough to pay for our materials 

and we currently have some money left over which will be kept aside for further instrument making and or 

to support Sumit Pokhrel to attend the ISME International Conference in Baku, to gain further pedagogical 

understandings.  
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The time in Nepal went fast and getting materials and tools was a little 

challenging. I knew this would be the case and so we allowed extra time 

for such incidentals. The participation from the students was 

overwhelming. They would turn up daily ready for the next step of making 

the instruments, chizzling out wood to make the notes for the marimba, 

sanding, sawing, measuring, gluing, even finding where to get a good 

coffee for Jon.  

Once we could play an instrument, even if it wasn’t quite finished we 

would use the afternoon sessions to jam. Jon or I would go through 

repertoire and sing and dance with the students, young and old. It was 

wonderful to see all these age groups working and supporting each other.  

We caught the eye of 

the National TV 

company, Nepali TV and 

I was interviewed live for 20 minutes with snippets of film 

we had taken of Jon and the children just on our mobile 

phones. The films looked incredible on TV and for one 

moment I was a national TV star! 

We also made a great connection with a Swiss supported 

hospitality training company who came and visited our 

school and participated in one of the afternoon music 

sessions. This was not only important to promote our 

work, but is now a possible partner to help promote 

MusicArt Society and offers a new venue for the students to perform. There is nothing better to accompany 

good food, than good music and good company.  

All in all this was a highly successful trip and there is talk of Jon returning to Nepal to make more 

instruments in the future.  

I would like to personally thank the students 

and teachers of Nepal for being so enthusiastic 

by engaging in this program so eagerly, to Jon 

Madin for offering his time for free and paying 

his own way to help others, to all the 

GoFundMe financial donors, without your 

assistance this program would have been very 

difficult to get this project off the ground, to 

TASME for the organisation’s continued support 

of MusicArtSociety, my son Damian who has 

now travelled with me twice and is part of the 

greater MusicArt Society family, to Marine 

Schmitt, a friend of Damian’s who is presently 

putting a film together of the work we are 
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Please send items & articles to  
TASM-e-News 2017 Editor Andrea Marks 

Please send all copy to: amarks@cst.tas.edu.au  

doing, and finally to all those people who wished us well, for the comments of support we received as I 

posted updates on our facebook page. There were so many comments of encouragement that really 

inspired us while we were working in Nepal. Thank you to you all for making it all happen.  

Please follow this link to hear Jon work with the new instruments at MusicArt Society, enjoy! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puxlmYunFnc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC TEACHERS RELIEF LIST  
Name Primary/Secondary/other Region Contact details 

Jen Miller Primary Music/Primary Hobart & 
surrounds 

0499 016 754 
jenmillerpianolessons@gmail.com 

Catherine Johnston Flute, violin, band/orchestra Hobart 0415 122 367 

Kate Gray K - 12 Southern 0407 246 638 

Emily Wolfe Instrumental/choir/Classroom 
Music 

Hobart & 
surrounds 

0458913411 

Louise Volkmann K-8, band, choir (Wed/Thur only) Southern 0419 006 569 

    

mailto:amarks@cst.tas.edu.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puxlmYunFnc
mailto:jenmillerpianolessons@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=tasme - australian society for music education, tasmanian branch
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