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If you have any news or 

resources you would like to 

share with music colleagues 

please forward them to the 

editor so they can be 

included in our newsletter or 

on the ASME website. 

TASM-e-News July 2017 
 

 

 

Hi everyone. It’s been a busy term for most people.  It was for me until I found myself off 

work for six weeks with a broken wrist. It has taught me to be thankful for my many 

helpful and caring colleagues who’ve been ready to pitch in and help with my classes.   

 

There are events, PD opportunities, reports on National Band 

Championships and City of Hobart Eisteddfod as well as our 

regular ‘Tech Spot’ in this term’s newsletter so grab a cuppa 

and sit down to read it.  Cynthia has some exciting news to 

share with you all so please make sure you read her chair 

person’s report on the following page. 
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CHAIRPERSON’S MESSAGE 

Hi all, 
 

It has been an exciting term with lots happening. I just went to the ASME National Conference in 

Melbourne which was full of three days of great Professional Learning. There were some great 

presentations. Deborah Cheetham, Yourta Yorta woman, soprano, composer and music educator was an 

inspiration. Not only did she discuss many fascinating things about her career, but she also shared much of 

her experiences growing up as an Aboriginal child and her experiences in education. The theme for her talk 

was ‘a song is not merely a song, a song is knowledge, as song is history, a song is an experience. Never 

dismiss a song, because is not just a song.’ I wonder when we listen or write songs if we realise the impact 

of the words, the creative expressions, and what we want to communicate to the listener. 
 

There were a number of Tasmanians at the conference and it was great catching up with them, comparing 

notes and putting our Tasmanian perspectives together. I presented a piece on Cultural Identity which was 

based on some work I have been doing in the South East of Tasmania on local Aboriginal Culture. It was a 

surprise to our mainland counterparts about how different the Tasmanian experience is in comparison to 

their own respective experiences. I guess the point that we all came to realise is that Australia is a big 

country with many Aboriginal Nations throughout and each Nation, Clan being diverse, with different 

languages, cultures and traditions. There is now a push to develop a national Aboriginal webpage to be 

included on the ASME webpage where teachers will be able to gain access to lessons from various parts of 

the Country to embed into their teaching. 
 

It was great to catch up with many interstate music colleagues and have a look at the trade tables where it 

is always hard to make a choice of what to purchase and what to leave until the next time. I personally 

think it is an invaluable experience to get to travel to such events as it broadens one’s mind, share ideas 

with others, and see how your state sits with other music programs around the country. I have to say, 

Tassie does a great job, but as we all know, there is always more we can achieve. 
 

Don’t forget our PD in Launceston on Saturday the 21st of October. More information will be address in this 

email. James is a creative educator who embeds creative elements in his teaching. He has taught for many 

years from early childhood through to High School. I encourage you all to attend this PD, so please write 

the date down in your diary. 
 

We recently received some great news from the Tasmanian Department of Education. They have agreed to 

give TASME some funding to run Professional Development. This means that we will be able to provide you 

with greater PD opportunities and means that our State Conference to be run on the 16th and 17th of 

March next year should be one not to miss. We will start planning for the conference over this term and 

look forward to announcing keynote presenters to you in our next newsletter. 
 

 I hope you have all had a restful holiday, and that you are all set and ready to go for the second half of the 

year! 
 

 Yours in music! - Cynthia Howard 

ASME – Tasmanian Chapter Chair 
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Flipgrid – endless possibilities 

Flipgrid is a video discussion community for your classroom that supercharges your students’ voices. You 

add the topics, your students respond with short videos, and everyone engages! 

This can be a great formative assessment idea. The teacher poses a question which the students respond to 

by video. Especially great if you have 1:1 devices. It can be used on all devices with a camera. It is suitable 

for all ages and can be private or open. Once the teacher has responses, they can be replied to and it can 

open further discussion in the class. The video response has a time limit of 90 seconds. E.g. What did you 

learn this lesson? Why do you think the composer chose this instrument for the song? Compare these 2 

versions of the song. 

To create 1 flipgrid is free. It can also be changed later so multiple uses could be made of a free 

subscription. The Flipgrid classroom subscription is $65US for unlimited grids and many more functions. 

Go to flipgrid.com 

 
City of Hobart Eisteddfod 

Wendy Ross 

The Instrumental section includes Concert and Jazz or Stage band items. This year they were organized into 

Year 8 and under and Year 12 and under for each of the bands. The year 8 and under Concert Band section 

had 4 government schools entered, the equivalent Jazz or Stage band section had 2 entries. In the year 12 

and under sections, there were 7 entries in the Concert band section from a mixture of government and 

independent schools and 4 entries in the Jazz or Stage band section with participating schools from the 

government sector. 

Held during the day on Tuesday May 30 at the Federation Concert Hall, the adjudicator this year was Gary 

Wain, percussionist with the TSO. This is quite early in the year and can make it a challenge to feel prepared 

for public performance. I ask you to consider taking part as I believe it is a valuable learning experience for 

students to hear other school bands and these opportunities are very limited. 

 

 

 

‘TECH SPOT’ 

Wendy Ross 

https://info.flipgrid.com/
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MEMBER PROFILE 
Mark Saunders 

I moved to Tasmania in 1991 with the intention of becoming a studio 

music teacher. Brass instruments were my speciality and my little journey 

began. It wasn’t long before I realised that there wasn’t enough brass 

teaching around to make ends meet. So off to Uni I went. Having only 

finished Year 10, but having served as an Army musician for ten years, it 

was quite daunting but strangely enjoyable. I was working and studying 

full time so life was pretty busy. After graduating, I continued to work at 

a few Launceston schools before a wonderful opportunity presented 

itself and I became the full time music teacher at the Junior Campus of 

Launceston Church Grammar School, teaching Early Learning to Grade 6.  

My role at the school has changed over the years and I now work two 

days a week teaching Grade 5 and 6, as well as my classes of gorgeous 

three-year olds. 

Why teach music? I opted for music because it was something I loved. 

The more I taught, the more I learned and now I can say that I teach because it matters. To me it isn’t about 

the metaphorical filling of the educational bucket, it really is about lighting an internal fire in these wonderful 

children we teach. It is about sharing a passion for music, doing one’s best to inspire them. It is about having 

fun along the way.  It isn’t only music that we explore, in using music as a vehicle of learning, the children are 

able to discover more about themselves, delve into their discomfort zones and grow as young people.  I learn 

so much from my students and my life is richer for having known them all. In short, I love what I do and care 

very much for all my students and funnily, I am now at that stage when I say, “I taught your Mum!”  

The Arts in Tasmania is alive and thriving. Coming from the mainland about 26 years ago, I was amazed at 

how well everyone on our island networks with each other.  Being involved with music groups and networks 

such as TASME really connects like-minded educators and provides an excellent platform for us to continue 

our own musical journeys. That reminds me, I had better make sure I’ve paid my subscription. 

 

 
 

 

TSO CLASSROOM RESOURCES 
 Please don’t miss out on all that is offered for your classes from early years through to senior secondary 

through the TSO.  Please click here to see more about what is on offer for 2017. 

 

 

https://www.tso.com.au/educate/classroom-resources/
https://www.tso.com.au/educate/classroom-resources/
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Report on the 2017 Yamaha National Band Championships 

Catherine Johnston 

The 2017 Yamaha National Band Championships was held in Launceston over the Easter weekend. More 
than 3500 musicians from around Australia descended on Launceston for the event – bands, soloists, and 
small ensembles. Over the weekend, the city was buzzing with musicians; car parks were filled with bands 
and musicians rehearsing and the sound of wind and brass could be heard over the city.  Accommodation 
facilities were filled and local facilities alive-filled with musicians. 
 
During the event, there was a fantastic sense of camaraderie between the musicians. A friendly smile was 
always exchanged passing others carrying instrument cases, with the thought of ‘you are here doing the 
same thing I am”. There were social get-togethers, parties and events, and reunions of old friends 
throughout the hotels and restaurants. One musician described the championships as being rather like a 
huge, annual band camp – the extra rehearsing, the social events and sight of familiar faces, with some, 
added extra, friendly rivalry. 
 
I was playing in three ensembles at the Championships – the Hobart Wind Symphony and Launceston 
College Concert Band in the Open A grade concert band section, and in the Hobart City Flute Quartet in the 
Open Quartet/Quintet section.  Leading up to the event, each of the bands had been meticulously 
rehearsing, working their hardest to meet all the challenges and produce the highest quality music they 
could.  
 
Many of the sections had a required 'test piece' for all entries to play, which provided the musicians with 
particular challenges for their instrument or ensemble. Two new compositions were commissioned 
specifically for this event. TASME was proud to commission Dr Karlin Greenstreet Love to compose the 
Junior ‘C’ Grade Concert Band Test Piece. A recording of the piece; ‘Walking in the Labyrinth,' and 
information about the composition can be found here. 
 
Tasmanian composer, Clare Farrell, was also commissioned to write for the competition– the test piece for 
the Junior Trumpet Solo. Both composers said that they enjoyed considering how they would write a piece 
that could provide challenges, but also be accessible for those in the section. 
Karlin said it was interesting to hear how each of the different ensembles performed her composition. Each 
of the ensembles in the section had some major differences in instrumentation, but each version and 
interpretation of the piece worked. She explained that none of them were ‘perfect’, but each ensemble got 
the essence of the piece and played extremely musically. Karlin said she also got a few comments saying 
that the musicians enjoyed working on the piece – despite it being quite difficult for them. They all learned 
a lot from the piece, which she thought was appropriate for a TASME commission investment – she 
remarked that the musicians should all be able to handle any meter now! 
 
One of the highlights of the Championships was the Parade of Bands, with bands, marching and playing 
through the streets, marked on the music, drills, and presentation. At one point on the route, the band was 
required to make a 90° turn, with bonus marks being awarded for the entertainment value of this turn. 
Some groups took the more traditional approach, turning together and with precision, and some decided to 
rearrange the lines by weaving in and out of each other. Some also opted to add extras – there were hats 
and streamers, and one band even featured a Ghost and a Ghost Buster who caused the musicians to 
scatter at the turning point and then regroup - facing in the new direction. 
 

http://2017nationals.weebly.com/uploads/7/5/1/0/75100643/labyrinth.mp3
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Throughout the competition, many Tasmanian groups and individuals performed extremely well, and many 
placed. Some notable moments included Hobart Wind Symphony winning the Open A Grade Concert Band 
section, Launceston College wining the Open D Grade and Junior C Grade Concert Band, Rose Bay High 
School coming first in Junior B Grade Concert, and Latrobe Federal Band winning Open C Grade Brass. 
 
For me, what was achieved in the process working up to the competitions was invaluable. The requirement 
to learn demanding and intricate pieces provided a great challenge for us as a group, along with the even 
more challenging endpoint performing these pieces to, and alongside, some of the best in the country. 
Each ensemble worked on weekends and long into the night, practicing hard, striving to produce the best 
music we could. 
 
The weekend provided all involved with wonderful opportunities to play and perform, to watch some of the 

best, to catch up with old friends, learn and receive feedback and to bond as a band. Many, including 

myself, cannot wait until the next time we can do it all again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Madsen 
 

James is an experienced music educator who has taught music from Preschool through to High School.  
James presents and workshops through a range of his resources from choir music to xylophone music, and 
recorder pieces. James’s workshops have a focus on creative thinking, arranging and simple improvising and 
composing techniques. James has also developed his Jam On Toast music for children, a series of CDs and 
resources for Early Childhood and Lower Junior School. 
James will present a morning session with his Jam On Toast music and resources, suitable for Early 
Childhood and lower primary school, followed by a creative music workshop in the afternoon for upper 
primary and high school teachers, with a mix of his Mallet Jam pieces and choir music.  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=tasme - australian society for music education, tasmanian branch
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REGISTRATION FORM 
Your Details 

 

Title:________    First Name:________________Last Name: ________________________  

School/Organisation:_________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________Postcode:_____________ 

Telephone (BH):_____________________Email:__________________________________  

   

Registration Type 
  

ASME Member:        $100.00   

Non-member:        $120.00   

Tertiary Students:       Free                   

    

Payment 
Option 1 (Register now-pay on the day) 

• Email completed form to stewartp@lcs.tas.edu.au or post to Peter Stewart C/O Launceston 

Christian School PO Box 32 Riverside 7250 and pay by cheque or cash on the day. 

 

Option 2 (Register now-mail cheque) 

• Email and or post completed form to stewartp@lcs.tas.edu.au and post cheque made out to 

‘ASME’ to Peter Stewart C/O Launceston Christian School PO Box 32 Riverside 7250. Please print your name 

and address on the reverse. 

 

Option 3 (Internet Banking) 

• Email completed form/information to stewartp@lcs.tas.edu.au and pay by internet banking. 

Details: BSB: 067 100. Account #: 2801 1437. Reference: Your name/School name 

 

All delegates will receive a receipt on the day.  

 

Contacts: 

Chapter Chair: Cynthia Howard   cynthia.howard@education.tas.gov.au  

Treasurer: Peter Stewart   stewartp@lcs.tas.edu.au  

Secretary: Catherine Johnston   louisej1@utas.edu.au  

 

ASME ABN: 59 139 211 890 

 

Visit our website http://www.asme.edu.au/tas/ 

 

PLEASE PRINT AND CIRCULATE TO YOUR NETWORKS 
ASME ABN: 59 139 211 89 

mailto:cynthia.howard@education.tas.gov.au
mailto:stewartp@lcs.tas.edu.au
mailto:louisej1@utas.edu.au
http://www.asme.edu.au/tas/
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Please send items & articles to  
TASM-e-News 2017 Editor Andrea Marks 

Please send all copy to: amarks@cst.tas.edu.au  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that Music Count Us In is not far away.  It all happens on 2 November 2017 and there are 

some amazing resources available to go with the recently released song.  
Resources include: 

 A suite of lesson plans 

 Braille scores (available on request) 

 Song tracks (MP3 files) 

 Teaching Videos 

 Scores for all sorts of school music ensembles 

 An animated video clip (available in August) 

 An Indigenous translation (available August/September) 

 An Auslan translation (available September) 

These resources are available to all who would like to get involved in Music: Count Us In 2017. We already 

have over 3,200 school registered to be involved – and it is the biggest year ever. Help us make it even 

bigger! Register now to join us in song on Celebration Day, Thursday 2 November 

Click here for further information. 

 
 

MUSIC TEACHERS RELIEF LIST  
Name Primary/Secondary/other Region Contact details 

Catherine Johnston Flute, violin, band/orchestra Hobart 0415 122 367 

Kate Gray K - 12 Southern 0407 246 638 

Louise Volkmann K-8, band, choir (Wed/Thur only) Southern 0419 006 569 

mailto:amarks@cst.tas.edu.au
https://musicaustralia.org.au/2017/07/australias-young-people-will-shine-together-mcui-2017-is-go-for-launch/?utm_source=Music+Australia+Newsletter+List&utm_campaign=09a328217a-Music+Australia+ENewsletter+7+June+2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f536243dd9-

