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e ASME Award Presentations

Callaway Doctoral Award Leon de Bruin

Lady Callaway Award John Young

ASME Music Educating for Life Awards
New South Wales: Greg Thwaites 
South Australia: Janice Purdie 
Victoria: Michael Travers 
Western Australia: Jane Nicholas

Fellowship of ASME Helen Swan, National Treasurer, 1988-1997 
Bradley Merrick - Immediate Past President

Callaway Doctoral Award Awardee: Leon de Bruin

In memory of Sir Frank Callaway, the founding President of ASME, the Callaway Doctoral Award is 
presented on a biennial basis to the best doctoral thesis from an Australian university in the area of music 
education. The thesis can be for a PhD or for an applied doctorate.

Thesis topic: Expert practitioner voices: A phenomenological inquiry into teaching, learning, and 
collaborating in musical improvisation

Principal Supervisor: Associate Professor Jane Southcott 
Faculty of Education, Monash University, Victoria

Lady Callaway Award Awardee: John Young

This award was established in 2007 as the result of a bequest from the estate of Lady Kathleen Callaway. 
The award is presented at the national conference to an early-career music educator who has supported 
the cause of music education, particularly through the provision of piano accompaniment for educational 
purposes and is to be made to a person from the state where the conference is being held.

John graduated from the Victorian College of the Arts with a Bachelor of Music Performance (Honours), 
and completed the Master of Music Performance Teaching degree through the Melbourne Conservatorium 
of Music, The University of Melbourne. He has a Graduate Diploma in Education and has a particular 
interest in music education.

John is Head of Keyboard at Xavier College, Melbourne (a school of three campuses) and is Treasurer of the 
Victorian Music Teachers' Association. He previously taught piano at St Kevin's College and Lowther Hall 
Anglican Grammar School, both in Melbourne. He performs regularly, has performed 'live' on 3MBS 
(Melbourne's Fine Music digital radio station) and greatly enjoys teaching piano performance. He provides 
piano accompaniment across Melbourne and also has a keen interest in music therapy.



ASME Music Educating for Life Awards

ASME Music Educating for Life Awards are in recognition of exceptional contribution to the provision of 
quality music education, through innovation in teaching approaches in order to improve learning outcomes 
for pupils. Normally one award winner is selected from each state Chapter of ASME.

New South Wales: Greg Thwaites
Head Teacher Performing Arts, Fairvale High School

Greg works tirelessly as a high school music teacher and faculty leader in one of the largest Department of 
Education schools in NSW. He is a passionate music educator and strives to improve the musical outcomes 
for all his students.

In addition, Greg has led and developed music programs for students within his region. He has been on the 
committee to facilitate HSC Music Study Days in South West Sydney schools. He has been an HSC Music 
Practical Marker for 10 years and worked in Music Method teaching at the University of New South Wales. 
Greg has led sessions at ASME NSW Professional Development Days, sharing his expertise with music 
teachers. He has also been involved in the 'Inspire, Innovate' Conference, preparing programs online. 
Nationally he has worked with Tina Broad on the MUSIC COUNT US IN project and supported this initiative 
through his school.

Greg initiated and hosts a national forum for music teachers. The Australian Classroom Music Teacher's 
Facebook page provides advice, support and resource sharing to music teachers across Australia.

South Australia: Janice Purdie 
Music Teacher, Immanuel College

Janice Purdie is a gifted musician, a strong and inspiring educator and a highly respected member of the 
Immanuel community. In her work as a teacher she is creative in her approach to the classroom, 
encouraging inquiry based learning and providing a context in which students are challenged to think for 
themselves. She is discerning in her assessment of student's abilities and is solely responsible for the highly 
successful Musicianship program which continues to blossom under her design framework. Janice is 
committed to seeing individual students' musical understanding enriched as well as their practical skills 
developed.

Janice clearly articulates her vision for the musical education of students at Immanuel. This includes 
growing, refining, and developing both the curricular and co-curricular aspects of the program to achieve 
the highest quality of music education for as many students as possible. As an accompanist and mentor, 
Janice draws from her experience as a highly accomplished musician to best guide and encourage students, 
ensuring positive educational experiences. She also operates with genuine enthusiasm and a natural 
willingness to adopt the use of technology to further enhance and reinforce her teaching practices.

Janice is dedicated to her work, passionate about seeing students involved in meaningful and authentic 
musical experiences and committed to helping them achieve their goals.
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Victoria: Michael Travers
St Matthew's Primary School, Fawkner North

Michael Travers is the music teacher at St Matthew's Primary School. Michael's classroom music program, 
which has student composition as its basis, supports to a high degree the school's diverse population, 
including many Iraqi refugees. Michael's triennial musical productions, involving every student and 
teacher, have become legendary. He has written and produced many productions for school students over 
the past two decades. These include 'An Act of Parliament', filmed in the Legislative Assembly Chamber of 
the Victorian Parliament in 2004 and distributed by the Federal Department of Immigration to all Federal 
MPs and subsequently distributed by the Federal Government to over 5000 schools. Michael's song 'The 
Last ANZAC' was composed in 2005 and performed at the MCG Anzac Day match of that year, marking the 
90th anniversary of the Gallipoli landing.

Other major works include:
• 'Eureka: the Musical', first written for his own school and featured in many community projects 

celebrating the 150th anniversary of the Eureka Stockade in 2004.
• 'Albert Einstein: the Boy who moved the Stars' (2005), performed at Melbourne's Scienceworks.
• 'Over the Water' (2010), based on Vietnamese immigrants' stories. Excerpts from a DVD of the 

performance were screened at the Victorian Immigration Museum for six weeks in 2010.
• 'Called to Bring Hope: the Mary McKillop Story' (2010), selected for presentation at McKillop's 

Canonisation Celebrations in the Royal Exhibition Buildings, Carlton.
• 'Coates' Cube', written for the 2006 Commonwealth Games, an initiative of the Environmental 

Protection Authority.
• 'Antarctica: the Musical', written for the 2016 all-school production of St Matthew's Primary 

School

Michael's latest project for ASME (Victoria) - the Student Composition Project - has recently begun with 
highly promising results.

Western Australia: Jane Nicholas 
Willandra Primary School

Jane Nicholas is an innovative and multi-skilled educator at Willandra Primary School where she teaches 
students ranging from pre-primary to year 6 in the south-east suburban Perth school. She actively engages 
students and the wider community in her quality classroom programs and conducts both choirs and 
instrumental ensembles. She provides extra-curricular instrumental tuition and implements various 
performance opportunities.

Jane's objective is to create greater positive connections and understandings between Indigenous and 
non-lndigenous Australians through music education. Jane had an unconventional path to becoming a 
music teacher, having had a successful career as a History and Economics teacher and was a founding 
Coordinator for a state and federal government funded Aboriginal Education project. During this first 
phase of her working life she had provided some private piano tuition and early childhood music. In 2006 
after accepting a part time position in a Perth senior high school, Jane sought much further instrumental 
tuition and music education training to supplement her skills and she transferred to the Primary 
sector. Over the last five years Jane has worked hard to improve the profile and inclusion of Indigenous 
culture in education as a tool of cultural reconciliation. Through conversations and collaborations with
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Indigenous and non-lndigenous musicians, artists and communities, she has developed different ideas into 
a vast array of creative teaching programs, lessons, workshops and articles.

In 2016 Jane worked with fellow ASME WA committee member, Gillian Archer, to develop and release the 
ASME WA Indigenous Resources webpages. She believes it is her contribution of the protocols, as well as 
the detailed and resourced lesson plans that is her best work. These sample lessons target different year 
levels using a variety of stimulus material to achieve many different objectives of music education in 
schools. These pages and Jane's work in schools have seen many positive responses in terms of working 
towards positive social change. These have come from her students, parents, fellow teachers, music 
teachers in WA, nationally and internationally, as well as the Indigenous community. Jane acknowledges 
her inspiration comes from the conversations and collaborations with the Indigenous community.

Award of Fellowship of ASME [FASME]

Fellowship of the Australian Society for Music Education is one of the highest honours that the Society can 
award, and should be seen by ASME members and Fellows and by the wider education community to be a 
recognition of outstanding and distinctive contributions to the advancement of music education.

Awardees:

Flelen Swan - National Treasurer of ASME 1988-1996 

Bradley Merrick - Immediate Past President of ASME

ASME XXI National Conference, Melbourne July 13-15, 2017 4


