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Dep Hepworth   
Deb Hepworth, M.Ed, B.Ed, Dip T (Prim) is currently the State  Coordinator of the National 

Music Teacher Mentoring Program, the Administrator of the South Australian Public Primary Schools  
Choir, and a Choir teacher and Mentor for the Primary Schools’ Music of Festival. 

Deb began her teaching life as a general classroom teacher. After venturing into classroom 
music teaching and conducting choirs, she won a Hungarian Government Scholarship to study at 
the Liszt Academy in Budapest, and music education became her passion. She has taught 
Reception – Yr. 10 Music in both State and Private Schools here in SA and in Victoria and has 
conducted the Catholic, Independent and State Schools’ Primary Music Festivals in South 
Australia.  

Deb was Director of Music of the Primary Schools Music Festival for 11½ years and a tutor with the Australian Girls Choir for 
16 years, having also held the position of State and National Music Coordinator. 

HOW DID I GET TO WHERE I AM? 

The short answer is by taking and making opportunities that led towards doing what I love … this is probably not quite 
enough information though, so now for the slightly longer version. 

From my earliest school years I have loved to sing. I was the kid in the front row of the Brighton Primary School Junior Choir 
singing my heart out, who then went home and tried to play her favourite songs on the piano … nothing much has changed. My 
basic musicianship was developed by singing for 10 years in my church choir … Thursday night rehearsals and singing twice on 
Sundays, for which we were paid the princely sum of 12 cents, and maybe a wedding or two on Saturdays slotted around 
Netball. 

Music however, didn’t feature in my teacher training because history, drama and ‘pool and canteen 101’ were far more 
interesting … although I was still singing in 2 or 3 choirs. Things changed once I was posted to a school, as my piano skills 
(although meagre) made me tremendously popular at Assembly time and my singing bag of tricks got me through many ‘what 
shall I do now’ situations. 

Then in the eighties, at Annesley College, I was teaching in a junior primary unit with a great team of teachers, all of whom 
had minimal non contact time. We resolved this, by each choosing one subject area to teach to the combined classes. As I sat 
on the floor of an educational bookshop the next weekend, working my way though primary school music teaching texts, little 
did I know that my career as a ‘Kodaly inspired’ music teacher had begun. 

Junior Primary classroom music was followed by JP choir, Year 3 – 7 class choir, whole school productions and a very 
successful auditioned ‘concert’ choir. Music was now a significant part of my teaching and I was also conducting the Flinders 
University Choral Society.  

Due in no small way, to the guidance and inspiration of Margaret Lange, Mary LePage, and David Jackson, I then 
decided to actually learn about what I was doing. I applied for a Hungarian Government Scholarship and in 1989 I spent 6 
months at the Liszt Academy in Budapest, being immersed in conducting, singing, playing and Kodaly methodology. Living and 
studying in this rich music community was an amazing experience. 

Back home I won a full time music teaching at Wesley College in Melbourne which was followed by Performing Arts 
Coordination at St Johns Grammar in Belair, conducting the 1990 SA Catholic Schools Music Festival, and 
National Music Coordination for the Australian Girls Choir. In 2005 I became the Director of Music of the 
Primary Schools Music Festival.  
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I often reflect that working for the Music Festival was the meeting point of many of my life’s pathways … inspiring the love 
of massed singing, working with a truly dedicated group of teachers, researching repertoire which I believe puts our Festival at 
the forefront of primary school events, and supporting thousands of primary school students on their musical journey. 

Now I have 3 positions … State  Coordinator of Richard Gill’s National Music Teacher Mentoring Program, the Administrator 
of the South Australian Public Primary Schools  Choir, and a Choir teacher and Mentor for the Primary Schools’ Music of  Festival … 
which in many ways, enables me to share my experiences and pass forward the skills and knowledge I have learned.  

“everything you don’t know is something you can learn” 

Resource materials & relevant links 
Give Me Excess of It - a Memoir by Richard Gill – Pan 
MacMillan Australia August 2013 

A Developmental Music Programme – Deanna Hoermann 
and Doreen Bridges, Educational supplies – 1984 

National Music Teachers Mentoring Programme –  

www.ayo.com.au › content › national-music-teacher-
mentoring-program 

Public Schools Music Festival - festivalofmusic.org.au 

Kodaly Association of South Australia - 
https://kodalysa.com/ 

Host – Chris Narroway  
Chris Narroway is an experienced educator with special interest in music who is currently with the 

Department for Education with the music education strategy as a field officer - placed in schools to 
support classroom teachers to upskill in music education.  

After 6 years as a graduate health professional she changed careers to study teaching, awarded 
her Diploma of Teaching from Underdale CAE followed by a Bachelor of Education from Adelaide CAE 
and Masters of Education in Educational Psychology at Uni SA. She has studied educational counselling 
and has a Graduate Diploma in Clinical Nursing. Music is a part of her lifelong learning. She has studied 
classical piano, flute and clarinet and loves sing.  

Working as a classroom teacher both in rural and city settings, with students from preschool to 
tertiary contexts and in both independent and government schools has given her broad educational perspective. She spent 6 
years teaching Primary Music Education elective at Adelaide University and casually as a tutor at Uni SA. 

Chris was awarded the National Award for Excellence in Music Education and is assessed as an Advanced Skills Teacher 2. 
In 2017 she received a certificate of appreciation for her over 20 years’ volunteer service for the Australian Society for Music 
Education and in 2018 was a finalist for the Minister’s Arts Awards.  

Her ongoing interest in supporting teachers to expand their understanding of music education led to her taking part in the 
National Music Teachers Mentoring Programme and a nomination for the CEASA award ‘Teachers Supporting Teachers’. Chris’s 
advocacy for music education is driven by her passion to ensure all students have access to quality music experiences in schools. 
She is an organiser and regular presenter of workshops and conferences to support this belief. Neuroscience, innovation and 
differentiation including gifted education in music drive her current personal learning goals.  

When she is not running around schools you will find her running around a netball court or at the theatre.  

Reflection & social media action!  

 

 


