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Britt Chatburn   

Britt Chatburn is the specialist Performing Arts teacher at Highgate School in South 
Australia.  This role encompasses teaching Music, Dance and Drama to students from 
Reception to Year 7. Britt is passionate about promoting Arts education with her main 
focus being Music. 

She discovered her love of music and singing at an early age and participated in 
many bands, ensembles and choirs throughout her primary and secondary education.  In 
2013 she graduated from the University of Adelaide with a double Bachelor’s degree in 
Arts and Music Education.  Britt sees her years studying at The Elder Conservatorium of Music as some of the most fundamental 
in shaping the person she is today and is grateful to have been guided by many dedicated and inspiring teachers.  

Since 2014 Britt has been an active member of the Orff Schulwerk Association of South Australia (OSASA). She frequently 
attends local and interstate conferences as well as undertaking extra study in this pedagogy.  Britt has recently completed her 
presenter training. She enjoys sharing her creative and engaging units of work which she hopes will empower educators to 
bring music into their classrooms and the lives of the children they teach.     

Working as a mentor in the National Music Teacher Mentoring Program has helped Britt to further promote Music 
education and support the ongoing legacy of the program’s late founder Richard Gill. Britt’s core value of the necessity of music 
in children’s lives strongly aligns with the program and she has seen firsthand the positive and powerful changes that quality 
music education can bring.  

Britt has been involved with the Primary Schools Music Festival in various volunteer roles for a number of years. She 
admires the work of this organisation and the unique opportunities it provides for children and young people to come together 
and enjoy making music.  

At the time of this recording Britt was undertaking a seconded role within the Department for Education as a Curriculum 
Resource Writer.  Working with a specialised team, Britt helped to create units of work that will be accessed and taught by 
teachers across South Australia. 

Resources, materials and relevant links  

During this podcast, references to the following associations and resources are made. They can be explored further at 
the following links: 

x Orff Schulwerk Association of South 
Australia - https://www.osasa.net/ 

x Kodaly SA - https://kodalysa.com/ 
x ASME - https://www.asme.edu.au/sa/ 
x Lynn Keliner - 

https://musicrhapsody.com/ 

x Catch a Song - 
https://www.musicworksmagic.com/prod
uct/catch-a-song 
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Host – Chris Narroway   

Chris Narroway is an experienced educator with special interest in music who is 
currently with the Department for Education with the music education strategy as a field 
officer - placed in schools to support classroom teachers to upskill in music education.  

After 6 years as a graduate health professional she changed careers to study teaching, 
awarded her Diploma of Teaching from Underdale CAE followed by a Bachelor of Education 
from Adelaide CAE and Masters of Education in Educational Psychology at Uni SA. She has 
studied educational counselling and has a Graduate Diploma in Clinical Nursing. Music is a 
part of her lifelong learning. She has studied classical piano, flute and clarinet and loves sing.  

Working as a classroom teacher both in rural and city settings, with students from 
preschool to tertiary contexts and in both independent and government schools has given her broad educational perspective. 
She spent 6 years teaching Primary Music Education elective at Adelaide University and casually as a tutor at Uni SA.  

Chris was awarded the National Award for Excellence in Music Education and is assessed as an Advanced Skills Teacher 
2. In 2017 she received a certificate of appreciation for her over 20 years’ volunteer service for the Australian Society for Music 
Education and in 2018 was a finalist for the Minister’s Arts Awards. Her ongoing interest in supporting teachers to expand their 
understanding of music education led to her taking part in the National Music Teachers Mentoring Programme and a 
nomination for the CEASA award ‘Teachers Supporting Teachers’. Chris’s advocacy for music education is driven by her passion 
to ensure all students have access to quality music experiences in schools. She is an organiser and regular presenter of 
workshops and conferences to support this belief. Neuroscience, innovation and differentiation including gifted education in 
music drive her current personal learning goals.  

When she is not running around schools you will find her running around a netball court or at the theatre. 

Reflection & social media action!  

Head on over to our social media page (ASME SA Facebook) and let us know your thoughts on the importance of 
supportive leadership structures, and the role leaders in enabling music programs to flourish. What makes you want to grow as 
teacher? What are the drivers that you can look for to help push you into the next spaces in your career?   

Don’t forget to get in touch and let us know your thoughts, questions or comments about this podcast or music education 
in SA. We would be keen to hear your ideas and suggestions on things that you might like to learn about, or people with 
inspirational stories to share and learn from.    

 

 


