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Margaret Lange  

Margaret was presented with the AOM award in 2013 for her contribution to Music 
Education throughout the State of SA. After teaching in various country schools 
Margaret eventually returned to a city school as a classroom teacher. 

In 1961 she joined the SA Music Branch as a Music Advisor. Part of the brief of that 
appointment was supporting the Public Schools Music Festival.  

The team wrote music programmes to help establish and maintain Music Education 
for the different levels from Reception to year 7. Focus was on vocal and 
instrumental.  That was the year that the Instrumental Program was established 
under the guidance of David Bishop. 

It was at the Music Branch that Margaret met her husband John, also an Advisor 

In 1977 Margaret met Deanna Hoermann, who had introduced the Kodaly Program 
into Australia in 1976. 

Margaret’s first National Kodály Conference was in Canberra, 1978 where her enthusiasm was ignited by Leading 
International Music Educators specialising in the Kodaly approach to Music Education.  

The excitement of learning about a logical, sequential approach to Music Education began the change in the direction of 
Margaret’s influence in how to teach music in a school situation where every child is involved in Music in a joyful, exciting 
approach. 

In June 1978, under the guidance of Deanna Hoermann, Margaret introduced the Kodály Programme into South Australia.  

Margaret’s life’s work has been focussed on maintaining the program by setting up training programs for teachers. This 
has culminated in the introduction of the Australian Kodály Certificate (AKC),in 2015 an intensive part time training 
program over three years.  In 2017 the first graduates completed this training. 

 
Resources, materials and relevant links  

During this podcast, references to the following associations and resources are made. They can be explored 
further at the following links: 

x Kodaly SA - https://kodalysa.com/ 
x Public Schools Music Festival -  https://festivalofmusic.org.au/  
x Young Adelaide Voices - https://youngadelaidevoices.asn.au/  
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Host – Robbie Howard  

In a career journey touching many areas, Robbie Howard has worked in hospitality, 
travel, earthmoving, health and education and was, for 10 years, a publican.  As a mature 
age student, she gained tertiary qualifications in disability studies, counselling, family 
dispute resolution (mediation) and training and assessment.  During her studies, she 
volunteered, and then was employed, at a school supporting students with special needs.   
Robbie worked with separated parents and their children for nearly 20 years, before 
retiring in 2018. 

As a child she was a keen student of Eurythmics and a very indifferent student of the piano. 
Robbie now volunteers with Meals on Wheels, Volunteering SA/NT and at Radio for the Third Age. 

 

Reflection & social media action!  

Head on over to our social media page (ASME SA Facebook) and let us know your thoughts on the following 
questions:  

x What is the role of the educator in the nurturing process?  
x How can we work with parents to nurture students learning?  

Don’t forget to get in touch and let us know your thoughts, questions or comments about this podcast or music 
education in SA. We would be keen to hear your ideas and suggestions on things that you might like to learn about or people 
with inspirational stories to share and learn from.    

 


