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Hi everyone, 

Please make sure you read this term’s edition as there is much in there that will benefit 

both you and your students including events, professional leaning opportunities and a 

student scholarship opportunity.  Please remember to visit the ASME website and see 

what is going on around the country.  The address can be found at the bottom of each page of this 

newsletter.  

CHAIRPERSON’S MESSAGE 

 
Hello all and I hope you are again well rested after our second lot of school holidays for 2018. It’s hard to 

believe that half of the year has already passed by. We hope that you are all still using ideas that came out 

of the 2018 state-wide conference. There is still much discussion among teachers about how we can 

continue working towards a more consistent approach in providing quality educational outcomes that meet 

the Australian Curriculum with further scope and sequence. This is a complex process, that will take some 

time to develop, but I encourage you all to continue engage in activities about how we can best develop 

our practise to better address student need.  

We are thrilled to have secured Susie Davies-Splitter to present at our October workshop early in term 4. 

Please see the attached flyer at the end of this newsletter. The workshop is being held on Friday the 26th of 

October which is the day after show day, at Waimea Heights Primary School. This day is a student free day 

for all Southern Tasmanian Department Teachers so now is the time to have the conversation with your 

Principal about having this day for music PL. We hope as many people can attend as possible because with 

your support we are able to continue to bring great educators down to our state such as Susie and continue 

to give you great ideas for your classroom.  

A little about Susie!  

 

Susie Davies-Splitter (M.Ed.) is a qualified music and movement educator, accredited Orff trainer, musician, 

award-winning composer and twice past President of the Victorian Orff Schulwerk Association. She 

http://www.asme.edu.au/
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currently teaches children from 3- 8 years in two schools in Melbourne. Susie and husband Phil run their 

own successful music education business, ‘Welcome to Music’, providing resources for Early Childhood and 

Primary teachers. They also present music programs for pre-schoolers, Artist in School programs, concerts 

and teacher training around the world. 

TASME’s Annual AGM – Saturday 20th of October at Ross 

Our AGM is fast approaching. We are looking for members to come and join our committee, so if you have 

a desire to give something back to your profession and have a say into what is important to you in music 

teaching, please come and join our committee. We are looking for general committee members and for 

someone to take over our Newsletter Editing position and treasurer position. Long time and valued 

treasurer Peter has decided it’s time for someone new to take over. Peter has done an excellent job in this 

role and we thank Peter for all the work he has done. Our Newsletter Editor Andrea Marks has to also stand 

down as she will be taking over the Chair role for TASME as I conclude my two years in this position. Andrea 

has also worked very hard in this role and we thank her for continuing to provide excellent publications and 

look forward to her leadership as Chair in October 2018.  

It is great to work with such a group of dedicated educators, gaining opportunities to work with each other 

not only in Tasmania but interstate and even internationally. I recently had such an experience going to 

Baku for the International Society of Music Educators conference. I am excited to announce that in 2022 

the ISME conference is coming to Brisbane and I encourage you all to attend what will be a fantastic event.  

There is more about the ISME conference later in the newsletter so sit back, relax and enjoy the read. 

Yours in music! 

Cynthia Howard 

TASME – Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE CLAIMER FOR THE 

2019 TASME CONFERENCE, Hobart 

Fri & Sat April 5 – 6, 2019 
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‘TECH SPOT’ 

Peter Stewart 

 

Free Notation Program; MuseScore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of you have probably heard of this program but I thought it’s worth mentioning just in case. This 

program is totally free to download, install and use. It also has a huge community of users on the Web 

which is always helpful. 

If you’re used to any notation program, there is a lot about this free version that you will be familiar with. I 

have used Sibelius for many years and I found many operations in Musescore to be quite similar. For 

example, note input via either clicking on the score with your mouse or using you keyboard to select the 

appropriate note (ie C on the keyboard equals…well C actually) 

Examples from a Musescore ‘How to’ site on the web.  

https://www.scoringnotes.com/news/mastering-musescore/ 

There are quite a few of these sites and lots of Youtube videos as well. Musescore also has a good 

instruction manual which, as with most manuals, I’ve never read. 

 

https://www.scoringnotes.com/news/mastering-musescore/


 
 

Visit our website http://www.asme.edu.au/tas/  

 

 

Whilst this program isn’t as smooth to operate as a paid version like Sibelius (who paid me nothing to say 

that in case you’re wondering) it pretty much does everything you will need that a paid program like 

Sibelius or Finale do. Make multi-instrumental scores, transpose, print, print parts, copy and paste etc. 

The playback is also pretty good as well. This is quite adequate to audition a score you have put in. It is also 

good enough to play back for things like a choir backing, playing accompaniment to student’s solos and so 

on. 

The other great thing about Musescore is a score sharing site on the Web. 

https://musescore.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This link will allow you to download the program (it’s quite small) but also contains a huge search side for 

scores that Musescore users have uploaded. I’m not sure what drives people to spend hours on a score and 

then upload it, but I am thankful for these people who don’t have social lives.  Many times my students 

have made a rock band and that one child on saxophone who wants to play to melody to the song the band 

is playing. Many times I have been able to find a version of the melody on Musescore, especially if the song 

is quite a popular one. You can download the scores as a Musecore file, a PDF or a Music XML file which will 

allow you to load the file in another notation program (like Sibelius…but I wasn’t paid to say that either). 

I have Sibelius on all my school based computers. However, I have started to get students to install 

Musescore on their BYO devices. I can then get them use it to do scoring exercises, aural activities (such as 

https://musescore.com/
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work a tune out and notate it) and composing activities. For students this is a wonderful piece of software 

to use in the classroom.  

Personally, I would’ve loved to have access to this type of software when I was young (ok so computers 

were just coming into vogue then!). Even when I started teaching this would have been an amazing piece of 

software. 

Today it still compares favourably with more expensive paid versions and is extremely useful for students 

to use. 

 

 

 

Elizabeth College Trip to Generations in Jazz 

By Les Johnston 

 

The Elizabeth College Stage Band and A Cappella Group 

performed alongside students and school bands from all 

around Australia at the annual Generations in Jazz Festival 

at Mt Gambier in May. 

The festival began as a tiny gathering in 1982 and has 

grown to feature over 5000 student musicians from over 

100 schools. The event is led by renowned Australian and 

global jazz artist James Morrison and an amazing team of 

national and international jazz artists, including US 

saxophone sensation Jeff Clayton; Grammy Award winner 

Patti Austin and  German based Australian trombonist 

Shannon Barnett, just to name a few of this year’s 

incredible artists. 

 

The students were immersed in three days of masterclasses, 

concerts and performances, as well as to hearing a huge 

array of bands and musicians from schools from across 

Australia. The level of musicianship and shared knowledge 

was incredibly valuable and inspiring at every level. 

 

We were also fortunate to have a guided tour of the James 

Morrison Academy in Mt Gambier and an insight into the 

courses and programmes on offer. 
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An amazing experience.  Our next generation of 

musicians have come back focused and determined to 

take their musicianship to the next level. 

(photos have been reproduced with full permissions by 

those involved) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TSO EDUCATION CONCERTS FOR 2018 

 

 Peter and The Wolf  (Grades 2-6) 

 Thursday 9 August, 11:30am 

 Federation Concert Hall 

 

 Kindy Classics (Prep & Grade 1) 

 Tuesday 23 October 

 11:30am & 1pm 

 Wednesday 24 October 

 10am & 11:30am 

 

 For further information on concerts and  

 teacher workshops contact Jenny Compton  

 on mailto:comptonj@tso.com.au OR go to TSO  

website https://www.tso.com.au/educate/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:comptonj@tso.com.au
https://www.tso.com.au/educate/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=tasme - australian society for music education, tasmanian branch
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AUGUST 
Thursday 9 – TSO: Peter & the Wolf 11.30, Federation Hall 

Monday 20 – Michael Griffin: Unlocking Musical Potential (see page 11 of newsletter for details) 

Tuesday 28 - City of Clarence Eisteddfod until 23 September 

 

SEPTEMBER 
Wednesday 12 – Opera Australia: Madame Butterfly 7.30pm Arts Theatre, Burnie 

 

OCTOBER  
Saturday 20 – TASME AGM 10.00am in Ross 

Tuesday 23 – TSO: Kindy Classics 11.30am & 1.00pm 

Wednesday  24  - TSO: Kindy Classics 10.00am & 11.30am 

Friday 26 – TASME PD: Sing, Dance, Uke and Play in the Orff Way.  (see flyer at the end of this newsletter) 

 

Reflections from ISME 2018, Baku  

By Cynthia Howard 

 

I was fortunate to be able to attend the ISME conference which was 

held over the July school holidays in Baku, Azerbaijan. The 

conference initially was to be held in Istanbul, Turkey but due to 

unrest over the past couple of years the conference was moved to 

Baku. Baku is a rich nation full of oil and gas. I was amazed to see oil 

being pumped up close to the city and I even saw pools of oil 

seeping to the ground surface. Azerbaijan is a Turkish Nation which 

speaks both Turkish and Russian and there is very little English 

being spoken which lead to many interesting times to navigate. The food is different with lots of kababs, 

and at this time of year it is very hot, with temperatures around 35 degrees. The city comes alive in the 

evening with shops and restaurants open past 11pm. Many Russians visit Azerbaijan because it is hot and 

cheap. The people are incredibly hospitable everywhere and not at one time did I ever feel unsafe. Baku 

recently held the formula one racing car event and has 

another two years of holding this event. Bubbling mud 

and a permanent mountain of fire are just some of the 

wonders of Azerbaijan along with their modern 

architecture.   

 

I only found out I was going to Baku after much lobbying 

with some ISME colleagues to support Sumit Pokhrel from 

Nepal to attend. At the last hour a kind donor offered to 

pay for Sumits airfares. Others put in money for 

http://www.clarenceeisteddfod.com.au/
http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?agency=BURNIEPV&orgid=48289&schedule=list&eventId=5853
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accommodation, food, visa etc. and so Sumit 

was attending. I decided to join them all with 

the hope that Sumit would make valuable 

contacts with others which in turn could assist 

his ongoing work in Nepal with MusicArt 

Society.  

Sumit was asked to give a presentation of his 

work at a pre-conference event and together 

we gave a presentation on the work in Nepal. I was also given the last-minute opportunity to present some 

of my own work I had been doing on Country from a Tasmanian perspective.  

 

It was great to present to such a diverse group of educators and to also hear of the work they are doing in 

their respective areas. One theme that came through the whole ISME event was a move away from 

traditional teaching techniques, from the teacher as the holder of all knowledge and the student as the 

empty vessel, even within a performance perspective. There is a global decline of teacher directed training 

and a demand for a more collaborative relationship between teacher and student; to the point where some 

directors of institutions are employing lecturers who have an open-minded approach to student learning. 

Perfection is not necessarily the aim, however, to find the music in the performance is.  

 

It was refreshing to hear such a discussion which continued into the conference with this point highlighted 

again in the keynote from Professor Gary McPherson.    

 

Many of the arguments for the benefit of music education are not definitive. While as a musical family we 

continue to advocate for the benefits of music education within our schooling systems, there is a lack of 

convincing arguments that have concrete links to instrumental gains that is for instance, that music makes 

you a better mathematician. This was the view put forward by music educator and academic, Professor 

Gary McPherson from the University of Melbourne, Australia during his keynote speech. Gary went on to 

suggest, just like smoking does not have an absolute direct correlation to getting cancer, although the risk 

factors are considerably higher than in non-smokers, music does not necessarily lead to better educational 

outcomes in numeracy or literacy. How do we know if those who choose music aren’t already cognitively 

advanced prior to engaging in music, which may be the reason they choose to engage in music. Gary 

suggests that such instrumental arguments are not convincing and that a more convincing argument lies 

within music’s intrinsic gains that is that music benefits both the individual and community at large.  

 

Professor Gary McPherson also suggested that if we are to continue to advocate for music education then 

our arguments needs to be much clearer and convincing to gain ministerial and political support. There has 

been a continued debate about the instrumental gains and look more into the intrinsic gains of what music 

offers society and the individual and yet one does not exist without the other. The main point to recognise 

however is that individuals do not participate in music to become better mathematicians, rather people 

engage in music for the enjoyment it provides themselves.  

 

As many discussed throughout the conference, we participate in music because it makes us feel good. It 

allows us to express ourselves on an emotional level that can be shared or can be deeply personal, from 

working with others to having time for reflection or release that is both personal and unique.  
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We all engage in music whether we listen to it, perform or compose 

it, often integrating all three elements together simultaneously. To 

deny music is to deny one’s ability to express oneself through 

sound. Music is a human need and has the ability to feed and 

nurture the sole in a way that words cannot.  

Just as physical education promotes predominantly physical 

wellbeing, so too does music promote mental wellbeing. As 

expressed by Professor Gary McPherson, the more educators can strengthen this argument, the more 

music can maintain and grow in its importance towards personal health and wellbeing.  

 

It was great to meet up with so many educators and share all our 

stories from around the globe. The issues that we struggle within our 

local classrooms are similar to those experienced in many areas 

throughout the world where music has to continually justify its place 

within the school curriculum. There was a real sense of a global 

community of which we are all part of and I take great comfort in this.  

 

There was a wonderful, vibrant and colourful opening and closing 

ceremony from both Azerbaijan and from Finland for the closing 

ceremony and it was also announced that ISME 2022 will be hosted in Brisbane, Australia which means 

Australia will present at the 2020 closing ceremony in Helsinki, Finland.   

 

If you are ever considering whether you should attend an ISME, I would strongly suggest you do. It is easy 

to see the world from the perspective we live in but going to ISME has made me feel connected to a large 

musical community, that is not only full of challenges, diversity, but is also a support for us all. Music is one 

of the few areas that unites us all.  
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Feedback from ASME National Meeting  

By Andrea Marks 

 

On June 23 I had the opportunity to attend ASME National meeting in Melbourne along with Sue Patterson 

and Wendy Ross from our TASME committee.  It was a great opportunity to meet with members from other 

states and find out what the other states are doing and what ASME as a national body is doing on our 

behalf. 

 

We had the opportunity to hear from Helen Champion from ACARA and it was encouraging to hear how 

she, and ACARA as a whole are keen to work with ASME to create an effective curriculum that has great 

outcomes for both students and teachers. 

 

We heard about the plans so far for the 2019 ASME National Conference in Perth, WA and the proposal for 

Brisbane to host the ISME International Conference for 2022.  Since the meeting it has been confirmed that 

Brisbane’s proposal has been accepted which is exciting news and hopefully means it will be easier for 

more of us to attend.  These conferences provide ASME members with the most amazing opportunities for 

PL and for meeting and encouraging other music educators from across our country and the world. 

 

Members were updated on the various ways ASME is advocating on our behalf, in big and small ways 

through ASME Educating for Life Awards, ASME Indigenous Music Educators Award, TV series – Don’t Stop 

the Music which is due to be released on the ABC in November, United Voice of Music Education, 

International Society for Music Education (ISME), Music Australia, National Advocates for Arts Education 

(NAAE) report, Australian Alliance of Associations in Education (AAAE), Australian Curriculum Assessment 

and Reporting Authority (ACARA), National Music Teacher Mentoring Project and CHASS (Council for the 

Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences).   

 

State chapters brought up the need for greater communication between ASME National and its members. 

We believe it is important that members know what their ASME membership provides.   Our National 

President Antony Hubmayer has already acted on this and sent out and email to members.  If you have 

missed out on this I have included it below this report to ensure you are kept informed. 

 

Update from ASME National 

By Antony Hubmayer, National President 

It’s always a busy time in music education and this brief email is to share with you some of our recent 

activities and opportunities for our membership. 

 

Our ASME National Council meeting was recently held in Melbourne with representatives from all State 

Chapters. Outcomes of the meeting included: the finalisation of the ASME National Award for Excellence in 

Indigenous Music Education; planning towards the 2019 ASME National Conference in Perth (October 2-4);  

Further meeting and workshop support for State Chapters. 

 

ASME recently contributed to the ACARA numeracy and literacy progressions within Music subjects for 

Years 7-10 and responses to the AITSL Primary Specialisation Graduate outcomes stimulus paper. 
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Please send items & articles to  
TASM-e-News 2017 Editor Andrea Marks 

Please send all copy to: amarks@cst.tas.edu.au  

In mid-July, myself and number of ASME members are attending and presenting workshops at the 

International Society for Music Education World Conference in Baku, Azerbaijan.  We are very hopeful that 

an announcement will be made regarding the hosting of a significant Music Education event for Australia. 

 

Research Survey 

"Questioning the questions" is a research study by Kirsten Macaulay understanding why teachers use 

certain questions and question strategies in the primary and secondary classrooms in both expositional and 

practical lessons.  For further details regarding the research and participation follow this link 

https://westernsydney.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4ZPd1o64Hw3S6yx 

 

For further ASME news and updates, please visit our National website or 

ASME on Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC TEACHERS RELIEF LIST  
Name Primary/Secondary/other Region Contact details 

Jen Miller Primary Music/Primary Hobart & 
surrounds 

0499 016 754 
jenmillerpianolessons@gmail.com 

Catherine Johnston Flute, violin, band/orchestra Hobart 0415 122 367 

Kate Gray K - 12 Southern 0407 246 638 

Emily Wolfe Instrumental/choir/Classroom 
Music 

Hobart & 
surrounds 

0458913411 

Louise Volkmann K-8, band, choir (Wed/Thur only) Southern 0419 006 569 

    

mailto:amarks@cst.tas.edu.au
http://www.asme.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ASME.musiced/
mailto:jenmillerpianolessons@gmail.com
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A day of workshop sessions 

with Susie Davies-Splitter.   

The day will be split into 3 

x 90 min sessions - F-2, 3-4 

and 5-8 with a focus on the 

Orff process and 

incorporating recorders 

and ukuleles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where: Waimea Heights Primary 

School 

(12 Balfour Court, Sandy Bay) 

        When: October 26, 2018 

Time: 8.30am Registration 

Session 1: F –2 (9.00 - 10.30am) 

Session 2: 3 - 4 with Uke focus 

(11.00 - 12.30pm) 

Session 3: 5 - 8 with Uke focus 

(1.30 - 3.00pm) 

Morning tea provided and BYO 

lunch.  

Sing, Dance, Uke and Play 

in the Orff way! 
e, U and Play in the Orff way! 
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