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Lesson Ideas 
 
 
 
Biography 
We have a thriving music scene in Western Australia with musicians available to us simply with a click of a mouse 
button. Check out http://skinnyfishmusic.com.au/ for samples of recently recorded Indigenous music with short 
biographies on the artists. Have the students investigate how life experiences have influenced the artists’ music 
and the musical choices that they have made to express their lyrics. 
 
Indigenous Music Styles 
It might be interesting for your students to explore and compare the fusion of styles in Indigenous music. 
http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-stories/music-and-performance 
 
Composition 
Have your students compose their own songline. It might be the journey of walking to school; the landmarks on 
their route, friends at school and past experiences that have taken place. Perhaps have a songline competition 
with your older students and have all the classes singing the winning song when moving from one activitiy to the 
other on NAIDOC day. 
 
Song Analysis 
Contemporary songs are a fabulous way for students to learn stories from an Indigenous perspective first-hand. 
We pretty much have an Indigenous person in the room by accessing these songs. Pick a contemporary song and 
analyse the verse-chorus structure, story-telling and meaning of the words, dynamics, expression, tempo or 
instrumentation. Compare styles, songs or or musical techniques. 
 
Soundscapes 
Take a look in your local or school library and find an Indigenous book to use as a prompt for soundscapes. 
 
Book examples: 
I Love Me  Sally Morgan and Ambelin Kwaymullina 
The Lost Girl by Ambelin Kwaymullina and Lianne Tobin 
 
Word Substitution 
Teachers can incorporate Indigenous languages in the music classroom by substituting words in songs. There are 
now online dictionaries and resources to help us look up words and then use Langauge in familiar songs. If you 
have Indigenous students in your class, make sure to have a chat to the parents about whether it is alright to sing 
in a language from another clan. 
 
Song examples for language substitution: 
Head and shoulders (substitute body parts for Language) 
Hey, Hey, look at me, I am smiling can’t you see (substitute actions) 
I Can Sing a Rainbow: Red and yellow and pink and green (substitute colours) 
Pourquoi “Oh, said the blackbird sitting in the tree (substitute colours) 
 
Noongar dictionaries 
http://www.noongarculture.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Noongar-Dictionary-Second-Edition.pdf 
http://engtonoon.byethost10.com/ 
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