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Which One - Welcome or Acknowledgement of Country? 
 
 
 
Welcome to Country 
A Welcome to Country is a ceremony performed by an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander that is from your area 
(i.e. a traditional custodian). The ceremony promotes Indigenous culture and history to non-Indigenous people 
and provides recognition and acknowledgement of their land. Only certain Indigenous people have permission by 
the Elders to welcome visitors to their country. 
 
Welcome ceremonies are part of traditional Indigenous culture and were performed for thousands of years. 
When a neighbouring people group would want to cross another’s land, they would ask permission, and the hosts 
would perform a Welcome Ceremony. The host group would welcome the visitors and wish them safe passage, 
and the visitors would understand that they needed to respect the rules and protocols of the host group. 
 
A Welcome to Country is appropriate for bigger and more formal events. In a music context, it is advisable to hold 
a Welcome to Country if you are having a cultural performance or incursion of an Indigenous group from another 
area. Having the local Indigenous group welcome and give permission to the visiting group puts the visiting group 
at ease. The ceremony can take many forms including singing, dancing, smoking ceremonies or a speech in 
traditional language or English.  
  
Acknowledgement of Country 
This can be performed by any person and is an opportunity to demonstrate respect for Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander culture and heritage. Opportunities to include an Acknowledgement of Country can include assemblies, 
music concerts, and professional development days. This can also be placed on websites, emails, and signs in the 
classroom or in the school. Two or three sentences is adequate. 
 
Some Examples 
 
I’d like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet today, the Wadjuk 
people (Perth) of the Noongar nation (south-west Australia) and pay my respects to Elders past and present. 
 
Before we begin the proceedings, I would like to acknowledge and pay respect to the traditional custodians of the 
land on which we meet; the (Aboriginal group/clan) people of the (Aboriginal nation) nation.  
 
I’d like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, past, present and future. 
 
References 
 
http://www.det.wa.edu.au/policies/detcms/policy-planning-and-accountability/policies-
framework/guidelines/welcome-to-country-and-acknowledgement-of-country-protocols.en 
Department guidelines and suggestions for when to use a Welcome to Country or an Acknowledgement of 
Country. It also has a list of considerations when you are engaging a person to perform a Welcome to Country. 
 
https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/spirituality/welcome-to-country-acknowledgement-of-
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Written by Indigenous people, this site has many examples of Acknowledgement of Country, what words to 
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https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Welcome-to-and-Acknowledgement-of-
Country.pdf 
Definitions of Welcome/Acknowledgement of Country, history, examples and explanation of importance. 
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