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Year 5 Halls Creek Rodeo Anacrusis 
 

  Thanks to George Walley and Madjitil Moorna for permission to use the song for this project. 
 

Objective:  
Students will define and identify an anacrusis in the following songs: Five Little Ducks, Incy Wincy Spider , 
Hokey Pokey and the contemporary Aboriginal song Halls Creek Rodeo. Students will then sing and play Halls 
Creek Rodeo on the ukulele using tablature. 
 

Prior Knowledge:  
Students have some experience picking simple ukulele 
accompaniments, and singing and playing 
simultaneously. 
 

Arts Focus:  
Skills Responding  
ACAMUM088, ACAMUM090, ACAMUR091 

Other Learning Areas:  
English - speaking, spelling; HASS – Cultural Awareness 

Resources:  

 A range of un-tuned percussion instruments – wood, metals, skins, and shakers 

 Class set of ukuleles 

 Song lyrics on poster or whiteboard 

 Other visual prompts: Ukulele tablature posters, holding and playing ukulele, ukulele parts 

 
Method: 
 

1. Teach repertoire 

 Teacher sings through the first verse of each of Five Little Ducks, Incy Wincy Spider and Hokey Pokey 
whilst students patsch their legs. Repeat with students singing. Students stand and walk on the spot to 
the beat copying teacher whilst singing through the songs again. Repeat walking around the room. 

 Repeat for chorus of Halls Creek Rodeo 
 

2. Clap rhythm and isolate the anacrusis 

 Students clap the rhythms of each song, focussing on the rhythms at the beginning. Students repeat, this 

time patsching their knees. Students then patsch the anacrusis and clap the remainder of the song. The 

teacher asks the students to listen for and identify a special musical feature at the beginning of two of the 

songs. Repeat the activity while they think. If the students are having trouble, repeat the activity with the 

first two songs containing an anacrusis, Hokey Pokey and Halls Creek Rodeo, and then the two without, 

Incy Wincy and Five Little Ducks. 

 

3. Define anacrusis 

 Students and teacher define an anacrusis as a song that does not start on beat one. Students identify 

which of the four songs have an anacrusis and which don’t. Teacher marks the start of bar one with a bar 

line on the song lyric sheets. 

 

4. Perform anacrusis 

 Distribute metal and wood percussion instruments - one per student. All students practise performing the 

beginning rhythms for each song. Divide the class in half, with the metals performing the anacrusis and 

the woods playing the remainder of the line. Swap jobs. 

 

5. Perform Halls Creek Rodeo 

 Distribute ukuleles, one per student and display tablature of Halls Creek Rodeo on whiteboard. Teacher 

echo teaches accompaniment two bars at a time. Students to stand up to play the anacrusis and then sits 

for the remainder of the song. (Note: this song contains internal anacruses). Allow students time for 

private practice and have students sing and play ukuleles for a verse and a chorus.   

http://www.asme.edu.au/wa/projects/indigenous-resource-page/
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http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAMUM082


ASME WA Indigenous Resources: http://www.asme.edu.au/wa/projects/indigenous-resource-page/ 
Written for ASME WA by Jane Nicholas and Gillian Archer ©2017 

Halls Creek Rodeo 

By George Walley and the students of Halls Creek District High School 
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Anacrusis Rhythms 
 

Hokey Pokey 

          
You    put your   right  hand   in 

 

Halls Creek Rodeo 

   .       
 

Incy Wincy Spider 

         
In-   cy       win-cy       spi-   der  
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Five Little Ducks 
 

                
Five     lit-  tle     ducks went  out    one    day  
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Halls Creek Rodeo 

 

Oh the dust will fly in the light blue sky 

 

With the reddened range behind 

 

The gum trees and the dried up grass  

 

will blow in the wind 
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Hokey Pokey 
 

You put your right hand in,  

 

Right hand out,  

 

Right hand in,  

 

And shake it all about. 

 

You do the hokey pokey  

 

and you turn yourself around. 

 

That’s what it’s all about.  
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Five Little Ducks 
 

Five little ducks went out one day, 

 

Over the hills and far away, 

 

Mother duck said quack, quack, quack, 

quack, 

 

And only four little ducks came back. 
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Incy Wincy Spider 
 

Incy Wincy spider climbed up the water 

spout. 

 

Down came the rain and washed the spider 

out. 

 

Out came the sunshine and dried up all the 

rain. 

 

So Incy Wincy spider could climb the spout 

again. 
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