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Significant Days for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 
 
 
 
26 January – Invasion Day or Survival Day 
Across the nation, events take place to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and heritage, 
including music, dance, food, language, politics, literature, and arts and crafts. 
 
13 February - Anniversary of the Apology (2008) 
This day marks the anniversary of the formal apology by the Federal government to Australia's Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people. This occurred on the 13 February 2008 with particular reference to the Stolen 
Generations. 
 
Mid-March - National Close the Gap Day 
This is an annual event held to raise awareness of the Indigenous health crisis.  
 
21 March Harmony Day 
This day is a celebration of all the cultures that make up Australia. 
 
26 May - National Sorry Day 
This day acknowledges the impact of Australia’s policies that have affected Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
with regard to the Stolen Generation. 
 
27 May - Anniversary of the 1967 Referendum 
On this day, clauses were removed from the Australian Constitution which discriminated against Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders.  
 
27 May - 3 June - Reconciliation Week 
This week coincides with two significant dates in Australia’s history: the 27th May, which is the anniversary of the 
amended referendum and the 3rd of June, Mabo Day. This week is an opportunity to learn about Australia’s 
Indigenous histories and cultures, reflect on achievements so far and the things which must still be done to 
achieve reconciliation. 
 
3 June - Mabo Day 
This day marks the anniversary of the Australian high court judgement in 1992 to accept the claim by Eddie Mabo 
that Torres Strait Islanders had occupied the Islands of Mer for hundreds of years before the arrival of the British. 
The decision overturned that Australia was terra nullius (a land belonging to no one) at the time of British 
colonisation. 
 
1 July - Coming of the Light 
This is a particular day of significance for Torres Strait Islander Australians, marking the day the London 
Missionary Society first arrived in the Torres Strait and introduced Christianity to the region. They celebrate the 
day with cultural and religious activities. 
 
2 July - 9 July 2017 - NAIDOC Week (National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee) 
This week is a celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and an opportunity to recognise the 
contribution of Indigenous Australians in various fields.  
 
4 August - National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 
Children's Day and the week leading up to it is a time to for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families to 
celebrate the strengths and culture of their children, as well as learn about the crucial impact that community, 
culture and family play in the life of every Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child. 
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9 August - International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples 
The International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples is observed to promote and protect the rights of the 
world’s Indigenous population. This event also recognises the achievements and contributions that Indigenous 
people make to improve world issues such as environmental protection.  
 
6 September 2017 - Indigenous Literacy Day 
This day aims to help raise funds to raise literacy levels and improve the lives and opportunities of Indigenous 
Australians living in remote and isolated regions.  
 
13 September - Anniversary of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People 
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly during its 61st session at UN Headquarters in New York City on 13 September 2007. 
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