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Upcoming Events – Harmony Day and Sorry Day  
 

 
 
Often celebrations for these two events falls to specialist teachers, who can collaborate with other 
specialists and make the day significant for the students. Here are some ideas and websites to help music 
teachers celebrate the day. This lesson has been inspired by the release of Gina William’s second album in 
Noongar, Bindi Bindi (Butterfly). 

 

Harmony Day 

Harmony Day is held each year on 21 March and is a day to celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity. It’s 
about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. Here is a list of ideas and resources 
that may be a jumping-off point for you. 

Celebrate a Noongar dreaming story: 

• Read the book or tell the story of “Koorlbardi wer 
Waardong” (pictured) at the end of a lesson. This story is 
available on Wikipedia. 

• The next lesson, listen to Gina William’s song “Koorbardi wer 
Wardong” from her latest album Bindi Bindi (Butterfly). The song 
describes the dreaming story of how the koorlbardi (magpie) and 
wardong (crow) got their colours. You may want to type out the 
lyrics in English (from the Cd insert) and point to the story as the students hear the Noongar. 

• Get the students to identify the instruments in the song, and which two instruments may represent the 
two birds. 

• Students listen to the song again and touch their heads when they hear the harmonica and touch their 
belly buttons when they hear the lap harp. They may be touching both at times. 

• Divide the students into crows and magpies. When the magpies hear the harmonica when the singer is 
not singing, they are going to move around like the proudest, cockiest, most good-looking magpie. When 
the crows hear the lap harp, it is their turn. Students remain ‘frozen’ when it is not their turn. Sometimes 
the harmonica and lap harp play together and so the birds can compete for attention. As Jane Nicholas 
points out in her review of this album, this song clearly demonstrates call and response. This could be 
assessed by watching when a student identifies and moves to the lap harp or harmonica. 

 
More ideas:  

• Students demonstrate the story through creative movement in groups to the music. 
• Students ‘colour’ the magpie and crow with ash using charcoal in their art lesson. 
• Students 

 
Koorlbardi wer Wardong book 
https://noongarboodjar.com.au/publications/books/ 
 
Gina Williams Bindi Bindi 
http://www.ginawilliams.com.au/store.html 
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Sorry Day 

 

This day acknowledges the impact of Australia’s policies that have affected Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
with regard to the Stolen Generations. 

 

This subject can be difficult to talk about, as it involves politics and a lot of 
explaining about complicated issues to young children. Often I try and find a 
library book on the topic to make the job easier to convey the message. Although 
the students won’t understand the full story and issues until they are older, they 
most certainly understand injustice. 

 

An easy way I broach this subject with younger primary students, is introducing 
Gina William’s “Wanjoo.” I explain that this is a song in one of the 90 or so 
Australian Aboriginal languages and show the students the different Noongar 
regions on a map. I point out our Perth region, Wadjuk, and also Ballardong where Gina is from. I tell the students 
that only about 300 people in the world speak Noongar because at one stage in history, Australia only wanted 
people to speak English and live what was perceived ‘the right way’. I then say that I think it is really important to 
learn Noongar because it has been around so long and connected to the land we live on. At this stage, the 
students are pretty enthusiastic to learn Noongar and they feel that this is a positive step they can take in the 
right direction. 

 

Songs to promote conversation: 

Archie Roach “Took the Children Away” 

Kerry Fletcher “Sorry Song” available in Sing 2007 and the second Madjitil Moorna choir book and for free at 
http://www.sorrysong.com.au/music 

“I Am Australian” with Noongar chorus 

https://madjitilmoorna.org.au/files/243612/we-are-one-lyrics.docx 

 

Sorry Flower 

https://www.madjitilmoorna.org.au/diy-handcrafted-flowers 

This flower, the five-petal Native Cotton, Desert Rose, or Native Hibiscus as 
we know it was chosen to represent the scattering of the Stolen Generations 
and their resilience to Australia’s past policies. This project could be given to 
the art teacher or even the classroom teacher. I think these flowers could 
easily be made from paper if one doesn’t have felt on hand. 

 

Stories of resistance 

https://www.noongarculture.org.au/stolen-generations/ 

After singing or listening to the stories about the Stolen Generations, you could visit this website and learn about 
stories of resistance and survival. Learning about Australia’s past policies is a great impetus to promote the 
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importance of keeping Australia’s Indigenous languages alive, as music and language was the entity for their 
entire culture: spirituality, history, ownership of land, communication and connection with past and present 
ancestors.  

 

Extra Resource 

Learning About the Stolen Generations – National Sorry Day Committee Inc 

http://vaeai.org.au/_uploads/rsfil/000386_fadc.pdf 

 

Reconciliation 

Learning Language and about Indigenous culture is a way to give students a positive step forward in working 
towards reconciliation and fostering respect for the Indigenous peoples of Australia.  

Best of luck!! 

ASME Team 


